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MISSION STATEMENT

To reach out and connect people to a faith relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church, living 
a ministry of forgiveness through dynamic worship, devoted Bible study, loving care, 

faithful service, and committed support.



A Message from Pastor Charles Mueller Jr.,

Trinity Lutheran Church is celebrating its 100th anniversary…a century of serving the Lord and 

ministering to our neighbors. That is indeed a milestone in ministry. But we’re not done yet. The author 

of Hebrews tells us to “throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let 

us run with perseverance the race marked out for us” (Hebrews 12:1). Trinity started its race 100 

years ago, and we are still running.

In 1910, a group of people got together and said, “Let’s do it.” Who would have thought that 100 years 

later, that small church would be a more than ten-acre campus that thousands of people call their 

church home? Those that came before us—great founding fathers and mothers—began their race, 

handed the baton to the next generation, and somewhere down the line it was handed to us. And we 

run. Someday, Lord willing, it will be our turn to hand the baton to our children.

What has running the race meant for Trinity Lutheran Church? We run so that Trinity is a place for 

people to grow in their faith and live a life of service. What began as nine families is now 2250 

families, or nearly 5,000 baptized members. It means nurturing a school that has had nearly 

10,000 students. It means missions to six continents. Caring service to thousands of people in need. 

And the continual spreading of the Gospel—the saving grace of Jesus’ love to all.

Trinity Lutheran Church is celebrating 100 years of milestones in ministry. But let us not forget 

that we are also celebrating the beginning of our second century. We run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us, and prepare for the passing of the baton when the Spirit moves us! 

Blessings,

Charles Mueller Jr 
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“Trinity’s History: The First 100 Years”

As Trinity Lutheran Church marks its 100th year of 
ministry, let us take a look at some key pieces of the rich 
history of Trinity.

Roselle’s Beginnings
The history of Roselle dates back nearly 200 years, 
where, “on March 11, 1833, Silas Meacham, along with 
his brothers Harvey and Lyman, 
were the first settlers to arrive in 
Bloomingdale Township. At that 
time, all of Roselle was a part of 
Bloomingdale Township.

“The Meacham brothers 
traveled in covered wagons, 
with their families, from Rutland 
County, Vermont. They followed 
the ‘Lake Trail,’ now known as 
Lake Street. Within weeks, they 
pitched their tents in Meacham’s 
Grove, built cabins for their 
families, and planted forty acres 
of land. The Meachams’ only 
neighbors for the first year were 
the Potawatomi Indians. By the end of the following 
year, about 15 families had moved to the area.

“In 1837 Deacon Elijah Hough brought his wife, Electra, 
and children, Rosell, Oramel, and Cornelia, to the 
Roselle area from Massachusetts. (Hough is pronounced 
‘Huff.’ Rosell’s name does not have an ‘e’ on the end.) By 
1873, Rosell, a huge influence in Chicago, had convinced 
the Chicago and Pacific Railroad Company to build a 
railway through Roselle instead of Bloomingdale.”1

Though the Village of Roselle is named after Elijah’s son 
Rosell, the reason why is unclear. Perhaps it is because of 
Rosell’s name recognition in Chicago or because Rosell’s 
neighbor Bernard Beck named his adjacent property The 
Roselle Section of Bloomingdale. Either way, the railroad 
referred to the train stop as Roselle. (Some people 
think the railroad purposely added the “e” to Roselle’s 
name and others believe it was simply a printing error.)
Whatever the reason, Roselle was incorporated on October 7, 
1922, with Herman Thiemann as the village’s first president.

For more information about the history of Roselle, two 
books are available: Etched in Time: A History of Roselle, 
Illinois, and Remembering Roselle. Both books are available 
at the Roselle History Museum and also the Roselle 
Public Library.

Trinity Lutheran Church
The origin of Trinity Lutheran Church goes back farther 
than the actual church itself. Back in the 1840s, Lutherans 
who lived in the Roselle area traveled to St. Peter Lutheran 
Church in Sarah’s Grove, now known as Schaumburg, 
to attend church services. St. Peter Lutheran Church’s 
first service was conducted by the Reverend Francis 
Hoffmann in the Schweens’ barn on Christmas Day in 
1840. Hoffmann continued to travel on horseback from 
Dunkley’s Grove (now Addison) once a month to preach. 
After several years and receiving permission to build a 

new church in Rodenburg (the crossroads of Irving Park 
and Rodenburg Roads, now officially within the Village of 
Schaumburg), St. John Evangelical Church, along with a 
school and parsonage, was built in 1851.

In 1910, St. John’s was destroyed by fire. With the 
number of Lutheran families in Roselle increasing, 
many of them felt this was an opportunity to organize 
a congregation closer to their homes. Nine families 
received their peaceful releases from the two neighboring 

1910 – organization of 
church

1911 – Church dedicated 
Jan. 29

1911 – First wedding at 
Trinity (Fenz/Hattendorf)

1912 - Trinity joined LCMS 
- April 14,

1916 – parsonage built at 
Park and Elm

1917 – Rev. Brauer installed1914 – Ladies Aid organized 
on Oct. 7

1911 – Rev. Luecke 
installed
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congregations for the purpose of organizing the first 
church in Roselle, a village of 215 residents. The founding 
fathers of this new church were Conrad Biesterfeld, 
William Bokelman, Henry Botterman, Fred Haak , J. Henry 
Hattendorf, August Scharlau, Henry Steinbeck, Carl Trost, 
and Adolph Troyke. (These original nine families were 
part of the Roselle Lutheran School District.)

On September 
12, 1910, the 
men of the nine 
families signed 
the charter for 
Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran 
Congregation. This 
new congregation 
would become 
what we now 
know as Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 
The first church 
building was 
located on the 
corner of Elm 
Court and Park Street in Roselle. The cornerstone 
was laid October 2, 1910, and a mere three months 
later, the building was dedicated on January 29, 1911. 
Though Trinity’s church is no longer there, the building 
remains and is currently the home of another Christian 
congregation.

The new church was named Deutsche Evangelisch 
Lutherische Dreienigkeits Gemeinde, but was 
changed to Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Unaltered Augsburg Confession (U.A.C.) in 1926. The 
church soon affiliated with the International Lutheran 
Church–Missouri Synod. Reverend Gottlob Theiss, of 
Schaumburg, served the congregation for about a year. 
After church services, there was Sunday school for the 
children, called Christenlehre.

The building and land cost a total of $8,650, and the 
church seated approximately 325 people. German 
services were predominant until 1926, when a German 
and English service was held most Sundays. The 

decline in the popularity of German and change in the 
ancestral background of the local population led Trinity 
to discontinue German services in 1956, except for 
occasional Sundays.

The new church had steps around the east and north 
sides that led to the bell tower, which was also the 
church’s entrance. A section of 
pews, with an aisle on each side, 
was in the middle of the church. 
The men sat on the east side of 
the church, while the women and 
young children sat on the west 
side. School-age children sat in 
the front pews. Lighting for Trinity 
Lutheran Church was provided by 
lantern or by candlelight until 
about 1917.

In 1984, longtime Trinity members Leona Boehne, Freida 
Cox, Marge Geils, Millie Larsen, Emilie Larson, Edna 
Meyer, Erwin Meyer, Viola Voelz, and were interviewed 
and shared their knowledge and memories of Trinity’s 
history. Edna Meyer explained, “The pastor stood in front 
of the benches. The first bench was vacant, then there 
was a bench for the boys, then one for the girls.2

Leona Boehne 
added, “If you 
didn’t behave, 
you came home 
from church and 
got it from your 
parents, because 
they could 
watch you and 
listen in on your 
instructions.”3

On April 10, 
1911, Trinity Lutheran Church extended a call to its first 
full-time pastor: P.W. Luecke of Mena, Arkansas. He was 
installed on June 11, 1911. For about two years, Luecke 
also taught school.

Typical of the architectural style of the day, the pulpit 
was on the right side of the chancel and was quite high 

1910 – organization of 
church

1911 – Church dedicated 
Jan. 29

1911 – First wedding at 
Trinity (Fenz/Hattendorf)

1912 - Trinity joined LCMS 
- April 14,

1916 – parsonage built at 
Park and Elm

1917 – Rev. Brauer installed1914 – Ladies Aid organized 
on Oct. 7

1911 – Rev. Luecke 
installed

The building and land 

cost a total of $8,650, 

and the church seated 

approximately 325 

people.
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up. The pastor wore a black robe, called a Geneva gown, 
and white linen befkin, a kind of necktie. Emilie Larson 
remembered, “The pastor was supposed to resemble 
the commandment tablets. The tabs of the befkin were 
made of fine linen and were adorned with fancy stitching 
around the edges.”4

Later a shorter white gown, called a surplice, was put over 
the black robe, and eventually the white gown with a 
stole came into use. Church offerings were collected in a 
small velvet bag attached to a long pole. An elder would 
stand at the end of each row and pass the collection 
bag in front of each person. (Some churches at the time 
had a little bell on the collection bag, just in case anyone 
fell asleep during the sermon!). Each year a booklet 
that listed the contributions of Trinity members was 
printed and distributed. In the booklet, each head of the 
household (which excluded wives and unconfirmed), was 
listed along with his contribution for the year.

The congregation sang out of a small, black German 
hymnal. The hymnal had only words, no music, and 
was small enough to fit in a pocket or purse. Later the 
German hymnal was replaced by a small English hymnal. 
It also had words only and was hand-sized.5

A parsonage was 
built in 1916 opposite 
the old church. It 
was last occupied 
by Pastor Walter 
H. Mehlberg. 
The parsonage 
was eventually 
moved to Howard 
Street because of 
the construction of 
Roselle’s library.

In 1949, on the 38th anniversary of the church dedication, 
a special mortgage burning ceremony was held. During 
the services, Pastor Mehlberg burned the cancelled 
mortgage in an urn on the altar. While the mortgage 
was burning, the congregation stood and sang “Now 
Thank We All Our God,” as the hymn of praise and 
thanksgiving. This service marked the culmination of the 

debt reduction effort begun during the Great Depression 
of 1933.

In April 1950, a building committee was appointed 
to study Pastor 
Mehlberg’s 
proposal to remodel 
the church. The 
plan was to provide 
for a front entrance 
to the church and 
the basement 
with a narthex, a 
center aisle, and an 
enlarged chancel. 
The basic structure 
of the church 
was not changed, 
though. The plan 
was approved 
and ground was 
broken in August 
1950. During 
construction, 
regular services 
were held in the 
parish hall. The cost 
of the project was 
about $14,000. The 
remodeled church 
was dedicated to 
the glory of God in 
a special service on 
January 7, 1951, and 
the final mortgage 
payment for the project was made in October 1954.6

With God-given vision, Trinity resolved in 1955 to 
purchase ten acres of land in a newly subdivided area. 
The property at 405 South Rush Street was acquired for 
$11,000 as a building site for future school and church 
needs. Within two years, planning began for a new 
educational building. Groundbreaking for the school 
was October 8, 1961, and the building was dedicated 
February 11, 1962. The cost of the project was $332,000.

1920 - Choir organized by 
A.J. Binneboese

1922 - Rev. Nauss installed 
on Dec. 17

1926 – English service 
added

1926 – Young Peoples 1 
Society organized

1927 – A.J. Binneboese became 
principal, teacher gr. 5-8

1929 – Celebration of 400th anniversary of 
Luther’s Catechism

1928 – Wm. Claybaker added as second 
teacher for grades 1-4
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In October 1968, the congregation agreed that the 
immediate requirements and future-growth projections 
for Trinity made it imperative to enlarge the worship 

and educational 
facilities, and a 
new house of 
worship and other 
accommodations 
were planned. 
The new church 
building was 
constructed 
adjacent to Trinity 
Lutheran’s school, 
now located on 
Rush Street in 
Roselle. Trinity’s 
total membership 
at that time 
numbered 1,750 
men, women, and 
children, and the 
average attendance 
at Sunday 
morning worship 
approached 600 in 
three services.

New construction 
included a nave, 
narthex, and 
balcony, with a total 
seating capacity of 
710; four offices; 
working sacristies; 
a basement with 
hall and kitchen; 
a youth room; 
and Sunday 
school facilities; 
remodeling on 
the existing school 
building included 
a classroom and 
science room.

The new church skillfully blended with the educational 
building by the use of orange and brown face brick. The 
west wall features a 28-foot high concrete cross with 
a white marble 
texture, which 
is illuminated at 
night. The north 
wall is composed 
of a 72-foot long 
stained glass 
window depicting 
the Apostles’ 
Creed. The 
refurbished 900-
pound bronze 
bell from the original church hangs from a crossbar 
on the tower of the east wall, 
facing the parking lot. The tower 
ascends to a height of 66 feet 
topped by a 7-foot epoxy Chi-
Rho symbol (the first two letters 
in the Greek spelling of the word 
Christ).

Groundbreaking ceremonies 
were held at 10:30 a.m. on 
November 23, 1969. At the head 
of a large white cross spread on 
the ground, the first spade of earth was turned at the 
approximate location of the sanctuary’s front doors. 
The cornerstone 
ceremony took place 
on June 8, 1970. 
Items to be placed 
in the cornerstone 
were removed from 
the old church 
cornerstone, and 
additional Roselle 
history items were 
added. The new 
cornerstone would bear the inscription A D 1970—
Organized 1910. The face of the old cornerstone from 
Elm Street became a design feature on the east wall of 
the new church.”7 The original church and ¾ acre lot 

1920 - Choir organized by 
A.J. Binneboese

1922 - Rev. Nauss installed 
on Dec. 17

1926 – English service 
added

1926 – Young Peoples 1 
Society organized

1927 – A.J. Binneboese became 
principal, teacher gr. 5-8

1929 – Celebration of 400th anniversary of 
Luther’s Catechism

1928 – Wm. Claybaker added as second 
teacher for grades 1-4

1926 – New school 
dedicated on Oct. 31

The men sat on the 

east side of the church, 

while the women and 

young children sat on 

the west side.
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on Elm Street were sold for $75,000. The new 
building was dedicated on January 24, 1971.

Continuing growth prompted another building 
program in 1984 to enlarge the nave and lobby, 
and add six classrooms, the East Gym, Family 
Life Center, elevator, and…air conditioning! The 
next building program, in 1995, again added 
classrooms, expanded the sanctuary, added 
the Resurrection Chapel, enlarged the narthex 
and office space, and added a TV studio, music 
facilities, and a downstairs meeting room.

In 1994, Trinity again expanded by 
purchasing an old firehouse on 
575 South Park Street. This would 
be the home of the existing adult 
day care program as well as the 
start of the child care program, 
which was originally called “A 
Bright Beginning Academy.” For 
many years, both of the programs 
did well in their extension campus. 
However, in 2007, Trinity was 
presented with the opportunity to 
acquire the building on 233 East 
Maple, formerly known as the 
Marklund School. This was a chance to expand 
the child care and adult day care programs, as 
well as enlarge Trinity’s Youth Ministry with a 
new youth center. In March 2008, the new 
Community Center was dedicated with a parade, 
special activities, and Roselle’s Mayor Gayle 
Smolinski welcoming the new facility as yet 
another way Trinity serves the community.

In 2010, Trinity Lutheran Church has nearly 5,000 
members, making it one of the largest congregations in 
the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod. Across five 
weekly services, attendance averages around 1,400. 
A recent visitor to one of our worship services said, 
“Trinity is a Spirit-filled congregation!” Praise to 
our mighty God for growing our blessings these many 
years, and for the exciting future that lies ahead of us.

1930 – Rev. Mehlberg 
installed

1931 – communion alternated 
between English and German

1932 – Walther League Formed

1937 – Dorcas Society 
organized

1939 – Mixed table for communion at English 
service

1937 – Sunday school 
organized, Sept. 26
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ASSISTANT PASTORS                          YEARS SERVED

Robert E. Kretzschmar                                  1969 – 1971
Kenneth W. Garazin                                      1972 – 1975
William Hughes                                             1977 – 1978
Edward  Bertram                                            1981 – 1998
Charles S. Mueller Jr.                                     1985 – 1992
Alfred Lehenbauer                                        1989 – 2002
Edward Doerner                                            1992 – 1994
Robert Myers                                                 1992 – 1999
Douglas Warmann                                        1995 – Present
Dr. James Bach                                               1998 – Present
Stephen Biegel                                               2000 – 2008
Thomas Noll                                                   2002 – Present
Matthew Helfrich                                           2007 – 2010

T R I N I T Y  R O S E L L E  1 0 0  Y E A R  A N N I V E R S A R Y

PASTORS                        YEARS OF SERVICE AT TRINITY

Gottlob G. Theiss                                            1910 – 1911
Paul W. Luecke                                                1911 – 1916
Ernst A. Brauer                                                1917 – 1922
Edward A. Nauss                                            1922 – 1930
Walter H. Mehlberg                                        1930 – 1966
Eugene E. Trieglaff                                          1966 – 1976
Eldon Weisheit                                               1976 – 1977
Charles S. Mueller Sr.                                    1978 – 1992
Charles S. Mueller Jr.                                     1992 – Present

1930 – Rev. Mehlberg 
installed

1931 – communion alternated 
between English and German

1932 – Walther League Formed

1937 – Dorcas Society 
organized

1939 – Mixed table for communion at English 
service

1937 – Sunday school 
organized, Sept. 26

1935 – Trinity had 331 
communicant members

Some churches had 

a little bell on the 

collection bag, just in 

case anyone fell asleep 

during the sermon!
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Trinity Lutheran School
By 1899, Roselle had formally established a Lutheran 
grade school under the joint sponsorship of St. Peter 
congregation of Schaumburg and St. John of Rodenburg.

The fifteen founding fathers of Trinity’s school who met 
in February of that year and formally established the 
Roselle Lutheran School District were Herman Becker, 
August Beuvers, Conrad Biesterfeld, William 
Bokelmann, Henry Botterman, Fred Ebeling, Fritz Haak, 
H.C. Harmening, Henry Hattendorf, John Hattendorf, 
Otto Monhardt, Herman Rohr, Fr. Scheidt, Adolf Troyke, 
and Henry Wilkening.

The first school opened in September 1899 on the 
northeast corner of Prospect and Elm streets. Many 
people in town referred to it as the “German School,” but 
classes were actually taught in both German and English. 
F.C. Bierman was the first teacher of the school.

Land for the school was purchased from Conrad Biesterfeld. 
Henry Wilkening, who farmed north of Roselle on Nerge 
Road, was the director of the building committee. He had 
a team of horses and a gravel wagon that he used to haul 
stone and rock from 
the Bloomingdale pit.

The school had one 
room in a white 
frame building with a 
traditional bell tower. 
There were about 
20 students on the 
first day. Each child 
had a desk and a 
bench. The room was 
heated by burning 
coal in a potbellied 
stove. Typical of the 
day, the drinking 
fountain was a pail of 
water and a dipper. 
Sometimes children 
were allowed to go 
across the street 
to the Sumner 

residence to get water. The bathroom was a little house 
behind the school with one side for girls and one for 
boys. They nicknamed this Aunt Annie’s.

There was a cornfield about fifteen feet from the school 
where the children played hide and seek. Conrad 

Biesterfeld, owner of the cornfield, told the teacher to 
keep the children “out of those shucks”. The school had 
a playground, but for the children that was not enough. 
They played games like tag during recess, and the boys 
played baseball. Sometimes the boys and girls would mix, 
but the teacher usually separated them.8

Emilie Wilkening Hattendorf Larson, daughter of 
Henry Wilkening, was the first person to enter the new 
Lutheran school. She remembers her first day there: 
“Teacher Bierman came to school, and I came from the 
other direction. He lived next door, or somewhere around 
the school, and I came from the north. We met at the 
steps and he wanted to open the door. He had some 
books in his left hand, and the lock and the key gave him 
difficulty. He couldn’t get the door open, so he gave me 
the books to hold. He got the door opened finally, using 
both hands. I held the books for him and walked through 
the door when he got it open. I was the first one to step 
into the new school, and that tickled my vanity.”9

In the spring of 1920, Trinity’s teacher at the time, A.C. 
Stellhorn, accepted a call to Huntington, Indiana. Several 
months later, A.J. Binneboese of Minnesota was installed 

1941 – Trinity adopted 
new hymnal

Flags allowed in church 1945 - Dorcas Society put flowers 
on Altar – first time

1948 – Mothers Club 
organized

1949 – Weekly contribution envelopes

1949 – Mortgage burning
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as teacher of the school. [For more on A.J. Binneoboese, 
read Naomi (Binneoboese) Troyke’s reminiscence in the I 
Remember section of this book.] In 1922, the congregation 
built its own teacherage on Maple Street.

On September 7, 1924, the 25th Anniversary Celebration 
of Trinity Lutheran School was held. The Reverend 
Edward Koehler of 
River Forest delivered 
the festival sermon. At 
that time, there were 
53 children enrolled in 
school.

The original school 
building was sold in 
1926 and it was moved 
to 56 West Pine Street 
to be used as a residence. Later that year, a new school 
was built on the now empty original lot. The school cost 
around $22,125 to build. The contractor was William 
Benhart of Itasca, Illinois.

The cornerstone of the new building was laid on 
July 11, 1926, with the following items placed in it: a 
German Bible, an English New Testament, a German-
English Catechism, an English Bible History, Essentials 
of Spelling, a second-grade reader from The Beacon 
Series, the congregational Constitution, the parochial 
and treasurer’s report for the year 1925, a report on 
the construction of the school, the Constitution of the 
Missouri Synod, a list of names of the school children 
with their respective grades, the names of the members 
of the building committee, the names of the contractor 
and the subcontractors, the names of the firms that 
supplied the building materials, the name of the 
president of the United States (Calvin Coolidge), the 
name of the governor of Illinois (Len Small), the name of 
the president of the Village of Roselle (H.C. Thiemann), a 
picture of the old school, a small American flag, a copy of 
the DuPage County Register that carried an article on the 
new school, and copies of Der Lutheraner, The Lutheran 
Witness, The Northern Illinois Messenger, and The Lutheran 
School Journal. 10

This school was dedicated on October 31, 1926. The 
brick building included two classrooms, an all-purpose 

room, a second floor parish hall with stage, and indoor 
bathroom facilities. Louise Wenz, a member of St. Luke’s 
congregation in Chicago, taught the four lower grades. 

As mentioned earlier, in 1955, Trinity Lutheran Church 
purchased ten acres on Rush Street in Roselle. The 
original groundbreaking 
ceremony was to be held at the 
building site on Sunday, April 
16, 1961. There was an open-air 
service planned along with a 
congregational supper to be held 
at Lake Park High School.

Enthusiasm was contagious; 
however, plans were to be 
slightly changed due to an April 
blizzard. More than 500 parishioners crowded into the 
sanctuary and basement of the church. Approximately 
150 members observed the ceremony on the windswept, 
snow-covered 10-acre site, after leaving the worship in a 
car caravan.11

The indoor 
potluck supper 
at Lake Park 
High School 
included 500 
church members. 
We Build to Grow 
was the name of 
the capital fund 
drive, and the 
goal was to raise 
$125,000 over a 
three-year time 
span.

On October 8, 
1961, the cornerstone was laid. The inscription read In 
the Year of Christ 1961 and of the Reformation 444. At that 
time, the school’s enrollment was 166 pupils, with six 
teachers. The congregation referred to the Rush Street 
School as the Education Building, as they saw the use of 
the structure to be multi-faceted—not just for school, but 
for Sunday school, recreation in the gym, plays, talent 
shows, Easter programs by Sunday school children, 

1941 – Trinity adopted 
new hymnal

Flags allowed in church 1945 - Dorcas Society put flowers 
on Altar – first time

1948 – Mothers Club 
organized

1949 – Weekly contribution envelopes

1949 – Mortgage burning

1947 – WWII Service flag retired when 
last soldier returned

1949 – Sunday bulletins were initiated

The first school opened 

in 1899 with about 20 

students.
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fundraising and fellowship dinners, and offices for the 
pastor and the principal.

In 1962, a brand-new, one-story school with a meeting 
hall and a confirmation instruction room was complete. 
It had eight classrooms with a kindergarten room, a gym 
with stage, a lunchroom with kitchen, teachers’ lounge, 
principal’s office, and work and storage space.

Dedication 
to the glory 
of God took 
place on 
February 9, 
1962, with 
lunch served 
after the 
service. The 
week’s events 
included 
Youth Night, 
Sports Night, and Sauerkraut Supper served by Trinity 
Men’s Club. After the procession of children and those 
participating in the service, the architect gave the keys of 
the building to the chairman of the congregation.12

The school physically expanded in 1984 and again in 
1995, growing to full double grades and an enrollment of 
nearly 600 students. Excellence in academics has always 
been a priority for Trinity, and though demographics 
have seen 
the student 
enrollment 
decrease, the 
academic 
excellence 
continues.

Trinity won 
the U.S. 
Department 
of Education’s 
Blue Ribbon 
Award for Academic Excellence in the 1991–1992 school 
year. Some recent achievements include winning the 
Museum of Science and Industry’s “i-Design” contest in 

2008, wherein Trinity’s winning design is an exhibit open 
to the public the fall of 2010 at the museum; the students 
from the winning class are honorary members of the 
museum’s creative consultants staff. In 2008 and 2009, 
Trinity won the Chicagoland Lutheran’ school’s math contest 
and came in second in 2010. The school also won first 
place in 2010 in the Chicagoland Lutheran school’s social 
studies contest. 2009 brought a state championship for 
boys’ volleyball as well.

Trinity Lutheran School is accredited by both National 
Lutheran School Accreditation and by the North Central 
Association, ranks in the top 10% of schools nationally, 
and is recognized by the State of Illinois. In 2010, Trinity 
has classes for pre-school through eighth grade, with 
approximately 300 students enrolled.

CHURCH LIFE
Baptism
When Trinity Lutheran Church was first established, 
baptisms took place in the church after the sermon. 
Sometimes baptisms were held in members’ homes. 
Babies were usually baptized within three weeks of 
birth and not 
taken out of the 
home until they 
were baptized. 
Boys had male 
sponsors and 
girls had female 
sponsors. Often 
a sponsor’s 
name was 
chosen for the 
baby’s middle 
name.

In 1955 Pastor Mehlberg began the tradition of giving 
a handmade baptismal napkin as a keepsake for each 
infant, child, and adult baptized. The Dorcas Society 
made the napkins. In 1972, it was Frieda Cox, then 
President of the Dorcas Society, who made all the 
napkins. The napkins had hand rolled hems and a dainty 
cross embroidered in the corner. Later the napkins were 

1950 – Elm Street 
Church remodeled

1952 – LWML organized 1954 – Men’s Club organized

1956 – Purchased 10 acres 
on Rush Street ($11,000)

1956 – 2 English services on Sunday1956 – Weekly German 
service dropped
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made by the Altar Guild, with Hilda Ziekert having made 
over 300 baptismal napkins.13 Volunteers continue to 
make these special keepsakes.

One of the first uses of our Audio/Visual Ministry was 
the taping of baptisms, begun in 1983. This provides 
yet another special remembrance of the special gift of 
baptism. By 2002, a pre-baptism class was offered for 
parents, which provides an opportunity for them to learn 
and ask anything related to the important faith milestone 
of their child.

Sunday School
The first Sunday school class in Roselle was held at 
Trinity Lutheran Church on September 26, 1937. There 
were 58 children enrolled in the first session.14 Otto 
Bokelmann was the first superintendent, and Norma 

Thiemann was one of the first Sunday school teachers. “I 
had memories of Sunday school from when I was 3 and 
4 years old,” recalled Norma. “I remembered thinking it 
was the greatest. Then I got involved in teaching Sunday 
school. It was the opportunity to be nurturing and to lead 
little children to the Lord.” 15

By 1960, 240 children were enrolled in Sunday school. 
In 2006, an 11 a.m. (in addition to the 9:30 a.m.) Sunday 
school class was added. In 2010, the Sunday school 
program became Kidz Club, with an energized theme to 
engage it’s students.

Confirmation
In the early 1900’s Confirmation instruction was held 
in the pastor’s home. It was then held in the church 
vestry and 
eventually 
in the “back 
room” of the 
school or the 
second floor 
fellowship 
hall.

Until the 
mid-twenties, 
confirmation 
for Trinity 
Lutheran 
children was in German. In later 
years, they could choose between 
a German service in the morning 
or an English service in the 
evening.

For many years, confirmation 
took place on Palm Sunday, 
and confirmands made their 
first communion on Maundy 
Thursday. The Sunday before 
Palm Sunday was an examination day when the 
confirmands were publicly questioned about Biblical 
teachings, church doctrines, and Martin Luther.

Erwin Meyer explained that confirmation was the first 
time most boys wore long pants. Lydia Botterman Nerge 
said she had three dresses when she was confirmed: a 
beige or brown dress for examination Sunday, a white 
dress for Confirmation, and a black dress for her first 
communion.16

1n 1982, summer classes were started for public school 
children. In 2008, the Confirmation program changed its 
format to a more interpersonal, yet still Christ-centered 
one, where small groups led by adults could more 
intimately tackle the content of the curriculum.

1950 – Elm Street 
Church remodeled

1952 – LWML organized 1954 – Men’s Club organized

1956 – Purchased 10 acres 
on Rush Street ($11,000)

1956 – 2 English services on Sunday1956 – Weekly German 
service dropped

1955 - Fourth classroom 
opened Trinity School

1959 – School building committee appointed

The new cornerstone 

would bear the 

inscription A D 

1970—Organized 1910.
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The Lord’s Supper
In the early years of Trinity Lutheran Church, the Lord’s 
Supper was only offered quarterly. In preparation 
for taking communion, people did not socialize the 
night before and were to be respectful of the Sabbath. 
There was a 
confessional 
service prior 
to the church 
service. In 1931, 
communion 
alternated 
between 
German and 
English.

It was customary 
for the men to go to communion first, followed by the 
women. Children had to remain in their seats. The 
common cup was always used.

Later, the Lord’s Supper was changed to once a month, 
and the confessional service was changed to personal 
announcement of one’s intention to commune. A 
member of each family would go to the pastor’s office 
on a specified evening during the week prior to the 
communion service and advise the pastor the number 
of family members who would be taking communion. 
This practice was later abandoned in favor of communion 
cards to announce intention to commune.17

By 1965, communion was offered every Sunday. In 
recent years, Trinity has offered 
communion every week by 
alternating availability at 
traditional and contemporary 
services, and the option for non-
alcoholic wine is available at 
every opportunity to commune.

Marriage Ceremonies
Renata Hattendorf and William 
Fenz were the first couple to 
be married at Trinity Lutheran 
Church. The service was held 

on May 28, 1911, on a Sunday afternoon. Because the 

first church had two aisles, 
the wedding party would 
process down one aisle 
and recess using the other 
aisle.18 In the years 1921-
1934, marriage ceremonies 
in a church were not in 
vogue, with weddings 
taking place in the home 
or at the parsonage. But in 
1934, Viola Becker married 
Raymond Voelz at Trinity 
and seemed to breathe 
popularity back into 
weddings at the church.

Trinity now offers 
services like premarital 
counseling, digitally 
recording of the 
ceremony, a state of the 
art sound system, and 
the Family Life Center 
to make the wedding 
experience even richer, 
and many brides and 
grooms find Trinity the 
perfect place to begin their married life together.

Altar Guild
An Altar Guild 
was begun 
in 1971 to 
help prepare 
the church 
for worship. 
Previously the 
Dorcas Society 
had taken care 
of these duties. 
The first Altar 
Guild members 
included Eloise 
Anderson, 

1960 - Kindergarten 
established

1961 – VBS and Trinity Tower 
started, Sept. 

1962 –Dedication of Education 
Building on Rush Street

1964 - Rev. Trieglaff 
installed as Assistant Pastor

1966 – Ken Back accepts 
call to Trinity

1964 – Boy Scout Troop 
organzed

1962 – Frist Trinity Directory

1962 – Tenebrae service on Good 
Friday, first

1967 – Handbell choir 
organized

1968 – Women invited to 
attend Voters’ Meeting
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Gladys Benhart, Shirley Binneboese, Shirley Evans, Pat 
Hedberg, Ramona Meyer and Lolita Troyke.19 The Altar 
Guild cleans the church on a weekly basis, and cares for 
communion ware, baptismal napkins, vestments, and 
altar cloths.

Elders
The Elders encourage and support spiritual growth of 
our church family by distributing the Sacrament, greeting 
worshipers, and responding to people in need. They 
provide for the reception and release of those who join 
and leave our parish and support the pastors in caring for 
the spiritual condition of Trinity. They appoint times for 
worship services and aid in the conduct of those services 
as needed. Elders also serve as the call committee in cases 
of pastoral vacancies and such other times as the Church 
Council may determine. The Elders consists of at least 24 
male members, with at least one-third being elected or 
re-elected each year for two-year terms.

Church Council
The Church Council is the congregation-elected agency 
for conducting the day-to-day business of Trinity. Trinity’s 
first council was elected in 1911. It supervises the overall 
work within the congregation, makes strategic plans, and 
takes corrective administrative steps when necessary. 
The Church Council consists 
of up to 15 members, both 
male and female, with a goal 
of maintaining 12 members, 
including the Senior Pastor, 
who serves ex officio without 
vote. Nine of the members 
of the Church Council are 
elected for two-year terms by 
the Congregation Meeting 
and the other two are elected 
for two-year terms by the 
Church Council. At least 
one-third of the members 
elected by the Congregation 
Meeting are elected or re-elected each year.

Ministries
Some of the ministries and groups at Trinity have 
histories that go back far into the church’s origins. 
Others have grown stronger in recent years. Together, 
they make up 
the tapestry of 
the milestones in 
ministry that is part 
of our 100-year 
legacy. Here is an 
overview of the 
main ministries 
of Trinity. Others 
have existed, some 
without even formal names, and though they may not 
be included here, they are still an important piece in the 
Trinity mosaic.

Adult Education—Trinity U
“Until about 50 years ago, adult 
education taking place in Trinity 
is hard to identify as such,” shares 
Pastor Charles S. Mueller Sr. 
“In those days, adult education 
usually took the form of pastor-
led devotions before meetings 

and in many homes, reading 
from The Family Altar or 
Egermeier’s Bible History. So 
it’s no surprise that Trinity’s 
Bible Class as late as 1953 
had an enrollment of four, 
1-2-3-4. As the years passed, 
those numbers and adult 
educational opportunities 
expanded significantly. By 
the 1970s, a Sunday morning 
Bible class was meeting 
regularly. 

By the 1980s, Bethel Bible 
Study was introduced, 

followed some years later by Crossways. In the 1990s, 
varieties of small group Bible study opportunities were 
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available. Over those same years, adult offerings in the 
areas of growth in prayer, using spiritual gifts in matters 
of personal challenge and growth, and in development 
of life skills on a broad range were introduced.20 As Trinity 
enters its second century, a rich variety of educational 
opportunities under the guidance of trained leaders 
is available every day. These classes offer multiple 
opportunities for spiritual growth and matters of personal 
growth and interests. Teachers, groups, subject areas, and 
new offerings are increasing. Without way of measuring, 
our best estimate is that around 400 members take 
advantage of the adult education opportunities that 
Trinity currently offers.”

Audio/Visual Ministry
Not surprisingly, the Audio/Visual Ministry has not 
existed for all of Trinity’s 100 years. With the growth of 
technology over time, Trinity was on the forefront of 
incorporating both audio and video into it’s ministry, however.

Audio
In 1977, audiocassette tapes of sermons were produced. 
Bonnie Carter worked with teenagers to accomplish this. 
By 1981, Trinity was creating multiple tapes, still by teens, 
with a high-speed duplicator.21 By March 1990, Tom 
Gibbons’ family took over the circulation of tapes. Tapes 
were given to shut-ins and sold to anyone interested 

for $1.00 each, and Sermon Series subscriptions under 
Les Frick cost $13 for a year. Tapes were also available 
for loan in the church library. Prior to the use of video, 
audiocassettes were given to the family of a baptized 
child as a keepsake.22 Over the years, many soldiers have 
appreciated complimentary subscriptions so that they can 
listen to the pastors’ messages even while on base or deployed.

Video
In 1983, videotaping for weddings began, and then 
blossomed to include baptisms and confirmation. On 
the cutting edge of the cable invasion, in 1984 Trinity 
aired its first television show on Metrovision. It included 
a message by Pastor Mueller Sr., instrumental and 
choral music, and an Advent devotion.23 Trinity was 
one of the first 
churches to have 
their own weekly 
cable program, The 
Trinity Family Hour, 
which is currently 
broadcast to over 
230,000 homes. 
In 1989, the NBC 
show An American Christmas was filmed at Trinity and 
shown by 100 stations nationwide.24 The production of 
Pastor Mueller Sr.’s sermon series that focused on The 
23rd Psalm and The Lord’s Prayer were very popular video 

1971 – New Trinity on Rush 
Street dedicated, Feb. 24

1972 – Women to Vote 1975 – Sale of Mortgage 
Serial Bonds

1978 – Coffee Hour 
inaugurated

1979 – Devotion Line

1978 – Rev. Charles 
Mueller, Sr. installed

1977 – Tapes of sermons available 
for shut-ins

1977 – Bible placed in church pews

1979 – Greeters before 
services
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projects, too.

The Audio/Visual Ministry is responsible for a wide array 
of tapings, including school programs, plays, pageants, 
features, history interviews, weekly video announcements 
(the 411), and much, much more. Over the last few years, 
Trinity’s video has gone global, as it is now available on 
our website. There are currently video libraries of sermons 
and other pieces that anyone can watch—allowing the 
message of Jesus’ love to reach to the ends of the earth!

Caring Service 
Ministry
Though Trinity has 
had a ministry of 
caring throughout its 
100 years, the Caring 
Service Ministry was 
formally created 
approximately twenty 
years ago and is an 
expression of God’s love 
to members of Trinity 
and the members of 
our community. The 
ministry also reflects 
the dedication of Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
to care for the whole person: body, mind, and spirit, 
by assisting people with personal health counseling, 
resources and information, connecting parents with 
child-care providers, assisting those in crisis with 
funds, housing, or counseling, and partnering with the 
community in reaching out to those in need.

A major component of the ministry is providing food 
baskets to those in need, which was done even before 
Caring Service became a formal entity, as Trinity has been 
donating food baskets for over twenty years. The baskets, 
actually huge boxes stuffed to the brim with food staples, 
are given out three times a year. The church feeds about 
300 families each time the baskets are given out, equaling 
about 13,000 to 20,000 pounds of food.

In 2006, food baskets that were distributed in the fall 

were combined with The Clinic. The Clinic, held at Trinity, 
is open to anyone in the community who is in need. 
The church is filled with free services for the guests, 
including dental and health checkups, crafts for children, 
a hot breakfast, haircuts, and the opportunity for a 
family photo. There is a food pantry for all guests, along 
with the opportunity to choose from a wide variety of 
gently used clothing. Each family receives a cuddly quilt 
lovingly made by Trinity volunteers. In 2008, 264 families 
attended The Clinic.

Other aspects of this 
ministry include the 
church’s  quarterly 
blood draw, the parish 
nurse, Collection Closet, 
Teen Parent Connection, 

the SonShine Group, Sanctity of Human Life, school 
supplies for the needy, and many more services.

1971 – New Trinity on Rush 
Street dedicated, Feb. 24

1972 – Women to Vote 1975 – Sale of Mortgage 
Serial Bonds
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1977 – Bible placed in church pews

1979 – Greeters before 
services

Many people in town 

referred to it as the 

“German School,” but 

classes were taught in 

German and English.
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Child and Family Ministry
Building a strong foundation of faith for children and 
families is at the heart of this lively ministry. Child and 
Family Ministry strives to help mold children’s faith lives 
by offering a variety of educational opportunities like 
Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and Pioneer Club 
(midweek during school year), as well as strengthen 
relationships within families, between families, and with 
the source of life and power, Jesus Christ. New programs 
are continually added to keep the message alive and 
relatable to the children and youth of today.

Trinity Lutheran Vacation Bible School (VBS) began 
in 1961. That first summer, 258 children attended the 
program. The summer program was directed by Robert 
Huebner, Trinity Lutheran School’s principal at the time. 
In 2010, VBS continues to be a thriving summer program 
for the community. 

In 1981, Trinity Power and Light Company was created 
specifically for public school students in the community. 
Students in second through sixth grades were welcomed. 
Those first classes met on Wednesday afternoons. There 
was Bible study followed by refreshments.

The public school program changed to Pioneer Club in 
2008. It meets in Trinity’s Family Life Center. Children in 
kindergarten through sixth grade can have dinner and 

make crafts or play in the gym, followed by class time. 
Everyone then gathers for music, games, prizes, birthday 
announcements, and memory work. Family nights are 
once a month, including a Thanksgiving feast, special 
speakers, and field trips along with Christmas caroling 
and service projects. The goal is for children to learn Bible 
stories and see how Jesus is a part of every aspect of their lives.

Communications 
Ministry
As Trinity Lutheran 
Church continued to 
grow, communication 
was vital to both 
church members 
and the surrounding 
communities. To help 
with this, the Trinity Tower 
was created. The goal of 
this publication was to 
keep members and the 
community informed of 
all that was happening at 
Trinity Lutheran Church.

The first volume of the 
Trinity Tower was printed 
in October 1961. The 
Tower’s name was chosen 
to represent the steeple 
of Trinity Lutheran Church’s 
first church building.

Members of the first staff 
included: Alfred Engel, 
general chairman; Norman 
Pfortmiller, treasurer; Norma 
Thiemann, editor; Donna 
Voeltz, assistant editor; Lillian Stevenson, stencil typist; 
Roy Richard, mimeo-graph operator; and Marvin Fasse, 
mailing coordinator.

For over 40 years, the Trinity Tower was a monthly 
publication printed at Trinity and assembled by 
volunteers, with its highest circulation at 2,500 member 

1980 – Prayer Chain inaugurated 1981 – Trinity Power and Light 1982 – First computer for 
payroll and membership

1984 - Trinity Family Hour on Cable and 
expansion including Family Life Center

1987 – Inception of Trinity Expanding 
Ministry Foundation

1985 – Rev. Charles Mueller, Jr. 
accepts call as Assistant Pastor

1984 – Folk Service and Bookstore

1982 – Beginning of elected 
ministries

1989 – Contemporary 
Service in Heritage Center

1985 – Pastor Mueller Sr. 
mission trip to Brazil
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“Alit elenis dolendio 

eu feu faci bla feu-

giat, si blaor ipisit 

luptat. Um ver iliqui 

blan eraess”

households. Later the Trinity Tower was changed 
to a quarterly publication. With our methods of 
communication changing and evolving, the Tower was 
last published in March 2009.

Since 1949, a weekly bulletin has been published 
and handed out at 
church services with 
the goal of informing 
the congregation of 
the current news and 
activities. Around 2001, 
the latest incarnation of 
the bulletin, known as 
“Trinity Take-Out” began. 
As its name emphasizes, 
the hope is that those attending church will take it out 
with them and use it for remembering…or sharing. 
Printing continues to be done at church by an industrious 
volunteer print crew.

The Communications Ministry also is an integral part in 
the numerous church directories that Trinity has created, 
and supports all of the other ministries in getting the 
word out about what is happening at Trinity.

Along with these various written publications, the 
advent of the Internet means that Trinity has its own 
website, and has for well over a decade. It has had 
several evolutions to it, but 
in 2010, people all over 
the world can logon to 
trinityroselle.com and hear 
the message of Jesus’ love 
for them through streaming 
video of sermons and 
more. Site statistics show 
that people from many 
countries visit Trinity’s site. 
It is just one of the tools 
that the Communications 
Ministry uses to fulfill 
its mission to effectively 
share the message of 
Jesus Christ and reach out 
to the congregation, the 

local community, and beyond about the opportunities 
available at Trinity.

Elementary School Ministry (ESM)
ESM is 
responsible 
for the proper 
operation and 
administration 
of Trinity 
Lutheran 
School and 
Trinity Child 
Day Care 
Center as 
delegated by 
Trinity’s Church Council. The 
Elementary School Ministry 
evolved from the Board of 
Education in the late 1970s. 
For more than 30 years, ESM 
has charted the course for the 
nurturing and education of 
nearly 10,000 students. From 
unprecedented growth in the 
‘80s and ‘90s (when enrollments 
hovered around 600) to down-
sizing and realigning staff and budget in the new 
millennium, ESM has worked closely with parents, 
faculty, Church Council, and various ministries to insure 
that Trinity Lutheran School remains a Christ-centered 
environment where Christian values and life-long 
learning skills are taught and practiced.

Some of the more significant milestones in the history 
of ESM include the institution of user fees and a formal 
Grant-in-Aid program, the expansion of core curricula 
to meet various ability levels within each grade, and 
the addition of many offerings in technology, foreign 
language, special education, music, and art. To better 
equip students for high school, a middle school 
philosophy and structure were adopted, as was a school-
wide standardized dress code in recent years.

ESM worked closely with administrators and staff as 
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Trinity sought and attained accreditation from the highly 
acclaimed North Central and National Lutheran Schools 
associations. In 1993, Trinity earned the Blue Ribbon 
Award for excellence from the U.S. Department of 
Education. With God’s grace, the 111-year tradition (yes, 
the school was founded in 1899—11 years before the 
church!) of Christ-centered education will continue far 
into the future.25

Finance Ministry
The Finance Ministry keeps on top of the current 
financial status of the congregation and sees to its 
continued 
financial 
health. Its 
mission is 
to provide 
strategic 
leadership 
to both staff 
and Church 
Council in 
directing and 
securing the 
long-range 
financial 
security of 
our church 
and school. 
This mission 
has been 
accomplished 
by developing 
our church 
and school financial modeling process for use by school 
administrators, finance staff, and our development office.

Mission Ministry
Mission work has always been a pivotal part of Trinity 
Lutheran Church. The ministry enjoys sharing the love 
of Jesus and the gifts of Trinity with thousands of people 
around the globe, continuing to spread the Gospel and 
share the love of Jesus in a variety of mission outreaches 

on six continents. Through many large and small projects, 
we strive to be good stewards of the treasures, talents, 
and time that God has given us. From continents half a 
world away to right around the corner, church members 
have reached out to people of all ages, faiths, and 
backgrounds.

Formally organized in 
1981, a few examples of the 
Mission Ministry’s support 
include the Caspari Center 
in Jerusalem, the first 
Lutheran Church–Missouri 
Synod built 
in Norway, 
refugee camps 
in Austria, the 
Brazil Mission 
Society, Exodus 
World Services, 
Wheat Ridge, 
Habitat for 
Humanity, and 
the expansion of 
the work done on the Navajo Reservation in Monument 
Valley, Arizona. But there are many, many more places 
and people we have helped understand Jesus’ love for 
them.

In 1985, Pastor Mueller Sr. went on a mission trip to 
Brazil, and that began a long running love of mission 
trips not only for pastors, but lay people as well. The 
Mission Ministry encourages Trinity members to go 
on short mission trips in the hope that more people 
will catch the “mission fever” through the unique, life- 
changing experiences that only a mission trip can bring. 
Trinity mission destinations have included Mexico, 
Uganda, Nigeria, Ghana, Guatemala, Mongolia, India, 
Slovakia, Gambia, Senegal, Belgium, Poland, Honduras, 
Appalachia, New Orleans, Romania, Austria, Norway, 
and Montana.

As we are commissioned in Matthew 28:19,  “go and 
make disciples of all nations, ” Trinity is indeed a church 
that puts sharing the love of Jesus with others as a priority.

1990 – First Women’s Seminar

1990 - Birthday Blessings starts
1992 – Shockeys begin 

mission to Mongolia
1995 - Pastor Warmann installed as 

assistant pastor
1998 – Contemporary services Sat. 

eve and Sunday at 11
1996 – Parish Nurse and dedication 

of expanded facilities
1993 – Stephen Ministry training 

and Mortgage burning

1992 – Rev. Charles Mueller, Jr. 
installed as senior pastor in May

1999 – Trinity School 
celebrates its 100th year

1996 – Care Center moves 
into fire station
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Music and the Arts Ministry
Music and the Arts Ministry provides many wonderful 
opportunities for people to use their God-given talents 
to serve and worship our Savior in a variety of creative 
outlets.

The first adult choir was formed at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in 1920 by A. J. Binneboese, a teacher at Trinity 
Lutheran School. Binneboese was known as “Binney” 
to the choir members. One of the earliest choir concerts 
was held in 1931. It was called, Christ Victorious. A. J. also 
wrote many of the children’s 
Christmas Eve programs.

Today there are several choirs 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
including our large traditional 
choir, Gloria Dei Chorale, 
the Men’s Choir, and the 
contemporary Praise Choir. Each 
of these choirs plays a part in 
praising and glorifying God and 
enabling those in attendance to 
have a fuller worship experience.

Trinity Lutheran School’s 
student’s voices can also be 
heard in various worship services. 
All students, from preschool 
through eighth grade, have the 
opportunity to sing at services 
as well as share in the leading 
of Advent worship. This is just 
another way for Trinity’s school 
to reinforce the importance of 

making time to praise the Lord and glorify His name.

Many, many people help musically enrich Trinity’s 
worship experience. The contemporary services Saturday 
at 6 p.m. and Sunday at 11 a.m. have praise teams of 
singers and musicians to lead 
worship. Then there is the Brass 
Ensemble, various bell groups, 
the Recorder Ensemble, and 
Radiance, as well as others who 
offer their musical talents in 
service.

Trinity’s Brass Ensemble began 
in 1990, under the direction of 
former pastoral assistant in Music 
and Arts, Andy Goodman. Now 
led by Gary Lichthardt, this ensemble is for serious 
musicians who play a brass instrument such as the 
trumpet, French horn, tuba, trombone, or baritone. 
Trinity Brass performs music for worship services and 
special events during the year. The ensemble is multi-
faceted in playing music of all genres, and it can also 
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and Mortgage burning

1992 – Rev. Charles Mueller, Jr. 
installed as senior pastor in May

1999 – Trinity School 
celebrates its 100th year

1996 – Care Center moves 
into fire station

In 1985, Pastor 

Mueller Sr. went on a 

mission trip to Brazil 

which began a love of 

mission trips.
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play as a quintet or a larger brass choir. Trinity Brass has 
traveled and performed in churches such as St. Lorenz 
in Frankenmuth, Michigan, the Peoria Oktoberfest, 
and the Rose Parade. The ensemble, through the Trinity 
Brass Fund, has sponsored concerts at Trinity such as 
The Northern Illinois University Jazz Ensemble and 
the Cathedral Brass Quintet. In addition, the group has 

purchased several 
brass instruments for 
use by Trinity School 
Band.26

Handbells is a popular 
activity in which to 
participate at Trinity. 
The first set of 25 bells 
was purchased in 1967 

with money from the estate of Sid Graser. Now there 
are about 190 people, from children to adults, who play 
in one of Trinity’s handbell choirs. Amy Moeller directs 

the groups for 
5th-8th grade 
students, with 
one handbell 
choir for each 
grade level. 
Allegro Bells 
is the thriving 
high school 
students’ 
ensemble that 

tours every summer. They have performed at Disney 
World, and also played for the Lutheran National Youth 
Gathering in July of 2010.

Gospbells is the original adult handbell group, begun 
in 1966, and is currently directed by Karen Pautsch. For 
more on the Gospbells, read Don Brei’s entry in the I 
Remember section of this book.

Radiance, a women’s sextet, is directed by Karen Mueller, 
pastoral assistant for Music and the Arts Ministry. The 
group was formed in 1992 and sings for worship services 
at Trinity and special events such as weddings, banquets, 
conferences—even singing the National Anthem for both 
the Chicago White Sox and Schaumburg Flyers baseball 

teams.

Along with Allegro Bells, Trinity’s high school students 
also use their voices and talents in youth-led services. 
They sing and provide instrumental music. For many 
years John Strege directed the Upward Bound choir for 
high school students, and while it is no longer formally 
called that, they continue to share their voices in worship.

Another musical group that shares its talents with the 
congregation is the Recorder Ensemble, led by Kay Davis. 
This group plays for Monday evening worship and offers 
yet another facet of instrumentation for those in worship 
to enjoy.

Fine Arts Conservatory
Both children and adults are invited to be a part of 
Trinity Lutheran Church’s Fine Arts Conservatory. The 
conservatory, which offers classes in piano, woodwind 
and brass instruments, violin, voice, and guitar, began 
in 2000. Students do not have to be members of Trinity 
Lutheran Church.

“The conservatory was founded,” explained Karen 
Mueller, with the firm conviction that music is a gift 
from God, used to express praise to Him. Music and the 
arts can be invaluable tools in sharing and spreading 
the Gospel. Through the ministry of the conservatory, 
we hope to instill a greater appreciation of and love for 
music and the 
arts in general, 
while preparing 
possible 
future church 
musicians and 
lay musicians 
for service to 
the Church for 
generations to 
come.”

Organ
The church has had four pipe organs. Trinity’s first organ 
was purchased for $1,114 and dedicated in 1913. The 
bellows had to be manually pumped by a male volunteer 

2000 – Men’s choir organized

2002 – Pre-Baptism Class initiated and 
Crossways Bible Class had 400 attendees

2002 – Lift High the Cross 
balloon ministry

2006 – Formation of Praise Choir for 
contemp. Services

2010 - Eyeglass Clinic for Missions 
and Marketplace opens for youth

2007 – First “Clinic”2005 – (40 Days of Community) 
and Phil’s Friend mission starts

2010 – 100th anniversary celebration2008 – Trinity Community Center 
opens for Child and Adult Daycare
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from the congregation. One of the first organists was 
Trinity Lutheran School teacher A. W. Stellhorn. Henry 
Botterman and Olga Bokelmann also played the organ.27

In 1955, a new pipe organ, with 1,000 individual pipes, 
was purchased for approximately $13,000. The next 
organ was located in the church on Rush Street. It was 
dedicated on January 17, 1971. It cost $52,285, and had 33 
ranks with 56 pipes in each rank.

When Trinity undertook the expansion of the sanctuary 
in 1995, it was thought that the organ, located in the 
balcony, could be moved 
down to the front of the 
church without undue 
expense. But after it was 
learned that that project 
would cost the church 
$350,000, other choices 
were explored. The ultimate 
decision had Trinity 
taking advantage of an 
opportunity that resulted in 
our having the first “double 
organ” in North America.28 

The Czech built Rieger 
Kloss organ cost 400,000, 
has 3,600 pipes, weighs 5.5 
tons, and has four manual 
consoles. It is an organ that 
can last for centuries.

Trinity Drama Group 
Productions
Drama and theatre have a 
long history at Trinity, going 
back to at least as early as 
1924 with a production of 
The Tumult by the Luther 
League. Through the 
years, drama has been 
used to enrich worship both as a sermon illustration 
and with special musical drama productions at Easter 
or Christmastime. Trinity school has staged student 
productions as long as anyone can remember. In our first 

century, the golden age of theater at Trinity had to be the 
years 1980 – 1999. During these two decades, the Trinity 
Drama Group staged a major performance almost every 
year, – alternating between Broadway musicals and 
comedies or dramas.

2000 – Men’s choir organized

2002 – Pre-Baptism Class initiated and 
Crossways Bible Class had 400 attendees

2002 – Lift High the Cross 
balloon ministry

2006 – Formation of Praise Choir for 
contemp. Services

2010 - Eyeglass Clinic for Missions 
and Marketplace opens for youth

2007 – First “Clinic”2005 – (40 Days of Community) 
and Phil’s Friend mission starts

2010 – 100th anniversary celebration2008 – Trinity Community Center 
opens for Child and Adult Daycare

Music and the Arts 

can be invaluable 

tools in sharing and 

spreading the Gospel.
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In 1980, Larry Studt, along with a core group of Trinity 
actors and singers, formed the Trinity Drama Group. 
Larry was an English teacher and drama director at 
Lake Park High School. With Trinity’s abundant musical 
talent, it seemed like a natural to start with the Rodgers 
and Hammerstein classic Oklahoma! This first play was 
so successful that the group followed it up with Hello 
Dolly in 1981. Continuing through 1999, the Trinity 
Drama Group produced a play almost every year. (Due 
to construction on the Trinity campus, 1983 and 1995 had 
no productions.)

Larry Studt directed the majority of the plays, with Gary 
Tate, Tim Johnson, Rich Burkinshaw, and Janet Steinbach 
filling in when Larry took a year off. Ken and Cheryl 
Winter and Ray Hitzemann formed the core or the set 
construction crew for many years. Some of our musical 
directors were Erich Bredehoeft, Frank Campise, Carolyn 
Shockey, Andy Goodman, and Lisa Yagow. While casts 
changed from year to year as dictated by the script, there 
were a few actors who appeared in almost every show 
and formed the heart of the Trinity acting troupe. George 
Steinhardt, Don Wayman, Peggy Siems, and Sharon 
Sikora were a few of these. Over the years, hundreds of 
people from Trinity and the surrounding communities 
took part as actors, singers, dancers, musicians, and set 
crew.

In 1999, Larry Studt directed his last play at Trinity, the 
musical Annie. With his retirement and relocation outside 
the Roselle area, the production schedule slowed. The 
most recent 
productions 
were in 2007 
with a virtually 
professional 
level summer 
production 
of 1776, 
and holiday 
performances 
of A Christmas 
Carol. Show business hasn’t entirely left Trinity as the 
Music and Arts Ministry has sponsored talent shows 
for five years and a Christmas show in 2009. Trinity 
continues to enrich the Roselle community by sharing its 
God-given gifts of acting and musical talent.29

Older Adult Ministry
The Older Adult Ministry at Trinity offers activities and 
enrichment for those fifty years and older. The Golden 
Agers Club began 
September 8, 1970. It 
was one of the first 
community organizations 
for adults 65 years and 
older. Ruth Teed was its 
first president. Originally 
the group, begun by 
Pastor Eugene Trieglaff, 
met in the basement of 
Roselle State Bank, and eventually the group met every 
month for lunch and cards at Trinity.

In 1981, Silver Streaks, (was formed by Norma 
Thiemann) for those 55 years old and over, . The group 
enjoyed many outings and delicious meals together.  
Over the years, both of these groups have phased out—
but that doesn’t mean that there isn’t a program for older 
adults! JOY is a youthful group for those fifty and older, 
celebrating life and exploring the endless adventures 
available for those who are ready to explore what God 
has in store for them.

JOY began in June 2000. The JOY name was based on 
Psalm 126:3: “The Lord has done great things for us and 
we are filled with joy.” This verse was often said together 
at the beginning of each meeting. JOY has speakers, 
outings, and 
activities. Some 
months they 
meet with 
students from 
Trinity Lutheran 
School for 
intergenerational 
activities. In 
2010, the group 
meets on the 4th Monday of each month. The morning 
group’s program begins at 10 a.m. and the evening group 
begins at 6:30 p.m. At the annual Christmas social there 
were usually over 125 JOY members in attendance. 
Looking for additional ways for senior adults to use 
their time, gifts, and talents, the AIMS (Adults Involved 
in Mentoring Students) program began in 2002. Each 
adult mentor meets with one child for a year. They meet 
once a week during the lunch period at a local school. 
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The mentor listens to the child, plays games, works on 
projects, and provides activities that the child enjoys. 
There are mentors for first grade through high school. 
In 2010, this program involved 14 area schools and 75 
student/mentor teams.

As the demographic for older Americans grows—and is 
forecasted to do so significantly in the near future—this 
vital ministry continues to explore ways it can serve this 
key population.

Outreach and Connection Ministry
Trinity has always made sharing the love of Christ a 
priority. Reaching out to others is a key to our mission 
statement. At Trinity, our mission is to reach out and 

connect people 
to a faith 
relationship 
with Jesus 
Christ and His 
Church, living 
a ministry of 
forgiveness 
through 
dynamic 
worship, 
devoted 
Bible study, 

loving care, faithful service, and committed support. The 
Outreach and Connection Ministry works to connect 
with those who have not learned of the saving grace 
found in Jesus or have not found a church home. That 
is only the first part of the goal, though. After outreach, 
the ministry works to equip people 
to connect within the church and 
grow an active faith. Some ways 
that this is done is by providing 
opportunities for Christian 
fellowship, encouraging Christian 
adult education, and promoting 
service to others.

Volunteer Ministry
The Volunteer Ministry has 
the exciting task of helping members of Trinity find 
opportunities to serve God with their gifts and talents. 
This ministry works with all of Trinity’s other ministries 
by educating them and supporting volunteers, as well 

as helping them recruit and promote opportunities to 
serve in their ministry area. Recently, the number of 
volunteers actively 
contributing to any 
given weekend’s 
worship was over 
1,600 people. Clearly, 
there are a lot of 
people to connect in 
service! But that has 
been a hallmark of 
the people of Trinity—understanding that faith without 
works is dead (James 2:26). And so, for 100 years, the 
people of Trinity Lutheran Church have had servant 
hearts to live an active faith by using their time, talents, 
and treasure to do the work of the Lord

Women’s Ministry
Trinity Lutheran 
Church has a rich 

history of women’s ministries. One of the earliest ones 
was the Ladies’ Aid Society. It began on October 7, 1914. 
Mrs. P. Luecke was the first president, and Mrs. William 
Fenz was the secretary and treasurer. Over the years, 
the society contributed over $27,000 to the church and 
gave almost $3,000 to various charities and missions. The 
group disbanded in 1969.

The Dorcas Society was organized on October 2, 1937. 
The purpose was to aid the sick and needy. The president 
was Mrs. Edward Pohlman and the secretary was Mrs. 
R.C. Chessman. Charter members included Mrs. E. 
Pohlman, Mrs. W. Nerge, Mrs. 0. Kirsch, Mrs. 0. Pantke, 
Mrs. R. Chessman, Mrs. L Pfingsten, Mrs A. Pfortmiller, 
Mrs. Win Thiemann, Mrs. W. Haberkamp, Mrs. Ed 
Rinne, Mrs. L. Fasse, and Mrs. Ed Hanke. Monthly dues 
were ten cents. It’s first fundraiser was a white elephant 

The number of 

volunteers actively 

contributing to any 

weekend’s worship 

was over 1,600 people!
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party at the home of Mrs. W. Nerge on January 26, 1938. 
Participants each paid twenty-five cents.

The Dorcas Society produced a cookbook that sold for 
fifty cents. Yearly dinners were held in October. Members 
also sewed fancy goods and quilts for sale. Their service 
projects included polishing and cleaning the communion 
ware, washing the altar clothes, making baptismal 
napkins, and supplying altar flowers. The Altar Guild 
took over many of these responsibilities in 1971.

Trinity Lutheran Church’s Mother’s Club was founded 
May 5, 1948. One of it’s first activities was a Sunday 
night dinner of hamburger, chips, cake, and coffee for 
fifty cents. Funds were used that first year for playground 
equipment. Swings, a slide, a teeter-totter, sand tables, 
and a bicycle rack were all ordered by the Mother’s Club 
during their first year. 30 For more on the Mother’s Club, 
read Verdell Hanke’s piece in the I Remember section of 
this book.

In 1959, ten women began Trinity’s branch of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML). It’s 
motto was Serve the Lord with Gladness, from Psalm 100:2. 
It’s goal was to develop mission consciousness among 
women in the congregation, 
and to gather funds for 
mission projects. Anita 
Deeke was the first president 
and Norma Thiemann was 
the secretary. The group 
gathered donations through 
mite boxes, which were sent 
to the District League to be 
used for mission projects. Around 1964, the Anna, Rachel 
and Ruth circles began. Some of their first projects included 
cutting stamps for missions, picture books for a missionary 
in Africa and other items to help inner-city missions.

Years later, in 2010, Trinity’s Women’s Ministry is still 
going strong. It has hosted Bible studies, Bunco, speakers, 
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faithbooking classes, progressive dinners, servant events, 
seminar workshops, and more. Recently, Women’s 
Ministry has created a new Moms’ Ministry. All events 
revolve around our love for Christ, our friends and 
families, and 
others in our 
community. It 
is a ministry 
dedicated 
to women 
of all ages 
who desire 
to grow in 
Christ-like character and is a chance for women to meet 
up with old friends, make new friends, receive and give 
encouragement, and support and help serve others in     
the community.

Youth Ministry
This ministry’s 
mission is to reach 
out to the teens of 
our congregation 
and community and 
encourage them 
to walk with Jesus 
during a challenging time in their lives.

The first youth group at Trinity Lutheran Church was 
formed in December of 1926. The main purpose was 
Bible study. The original name of the group was the 
Young Peoples’ Society, and it became the Walther League 
in 1932. The Junior Walther League was added in 1933. 
The group later became known as the Walther League. It 
enjoyed producing plays in the basement of the church. 
Horseback riding, car washes, and plays became regular 
events along with devotions in the 1940s –1960s.31

Trinity’s Youth Ministry has taken on many faces and 
approaches, and decades later, the ministry continues 
to evolve. Activities have included open gym nights, 
community concerts, youth-led worship services, trips 
to Six Flags and water parks, Allegro Bells, missions, and 
more.

There is now a Youth Center at 233 East Maple, as well as 
the MarketPlace on Trinity’s main campus. This is a room 
used for all kinds of current youth activities including 
Bible study, teen Christian band/acoustic band nights, 

and movie nights. Trinity understands the importance of 
making a place for youth to come and connect in a safe 
and loving environment and works hard to succeed in 
this endeavor.

Additional 
Groups and 
Community 
Programs
The doors at 
Trinity Lutheran 
Church are open 
almost around the clock. Boy Scout Troop #408 has 
been meeting at the church since 1964, Cub Scout Pack 
#408 since 1982, and the Girl Scouts as far back as most 
current members can remember. 
There are volleyball and 
basketball teams, dart leagues, 
square dancing, parties in the 
Family Life Center, movies in 
the gym, and much more. Below 
are several (but not all!) of the 
programs connected to Trinity in 
one way or another.

The first youth group 

at Trinity was formed 

in 1926.
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Child Care and Adult Day Care
Trinity Lutheran Church’s Community Center combines 
programs for Christian youth and older adult day care. 
The center is located at 233 E. Maple Avenue in Roselle. 
The building was purchased from Marklund on October 
7, 2007.

Trinity Lutheran Church’s first adult day care, known as 
the Trinity Adult Day Health Center, began in May 1991. 
The center was originally located in a classroom at Trinity 
Lutheran School, on Rush Street in Roselle. There were 
three clients and two staff members. Nancy Watkins was 
the site coordinator.

In 1995, adult day care was moved to Roselle’s “old fire 
station” at 575 S. Rush Street. (Trinity Lutheran Church’s 
child care opened in the same building.) The fire station 
was donated to Trinity Lutheran Church by Ed Shwarzer 
for the specific use of child care and adult day care. 
Adult care enrollment increased to about twenty clients. 
Staff included Nancy Watkins, Gail Eiden, and Donette 

Paschon. In 2010 all 
three continue to 
work with senior 
adults.

In September 2007, 
adult day care was 
moved to the Trinity 
Community Center 
on Maple Avenue and 

is now known as Trinity Adult Day Services. There were 
about 32 clients enrolled in 2009. Since its beginning, the 
adult day care has served over 1,000 clients.

Trinity Lutheran Church’s child care began at the old fire 
station in 1995. At that time it was known as ABBA (A 
Bright Beginning Academy), and Bonnie Lueck was the 
first director of the program. In 1999, the name changed 

to Trinity Child Care Center, and Deb Darby assumed 
the directorship of eight staff and 35 enrolled children. 
Grants have been written and awarded that have allowed 
for the renovation of equipment and materials in all of 
the early childhood classrooms. The child care program 
is now also located at the Trinity Community Center 
on Maple Avenue in Roselle. In 2010, the program is 
licensed for 123 children and has an enrollment of 72 and 
a staff of eighteen. 
The opportunity 
to provide quality 
care and education 
for young children 
and their families 
in a Christian 
environment is a true 
blessing for all.

ChristCare
Connecting members of all ages is the ChristCare Small 
Group Ministry, begun in 1994. The goal of this ministry 
is to bring additional 
pastoral care to all 
Trinity members. 
This ministry 
offers Christian 
fellowship, Bible 
study, and spiritual 
and emotional 
support to one 
another. Within this 
gathering of friends, 
new friendships are 
formed and old friendships move to a deeper level of 
commitment, as the activities of group life draw people 
closer to each other and deepen their relationship with 
Jesus. ChristCare groups are encouraged to reach out and 
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invite neighbors, fellow church members, and co-workers 
to join their group.

Counseling
This ministry provides short-term counseling for 
individuals, couples, and families who are struggling with 
issues in life. Pastor James Bach leads our counseling 
services, serving an 
important role for 
those in need of 
Christian counseling. 
Trinity offers assistance 
in grief support, as 
well as prayer teams. 
For many years Trinity 
offered Rainbows for 
All God’s Children, a 
program that offers 
support to children 
who are going through loss of some kind, like the death 
of a parent or divorce. At all stages of life, Trinity’s goal is 
to offer support for “real life” issues.

Heartwarmers
For those seniors who are homebound, disabled, and or 
living in nursing homes, Heartwarmers, which began 
in Indiana in 1968 as a way to bring Christmas music to 
those in nursing homes, was started at Trinity in 1979 by 
Curt and Millie Wolfanger. The Heartwarmers kit now 
comes with recorded music, seasonal photos, and printed 
music. The kits are distributed through nursing homes, 
churches, and community groups. They feature old time 
tunes, and well–known hymns, and Trinity’s Audio/Visual 
Ministry is a big help in getting this done. For more on 
the Heartwarmers, read Curt Wolfanger’s piece in the       
I Remember section of this book.

Phil’s Friends
Phil’s Friends is an 
organization dedicated 
to providing support and 
comfort to those who are 
fighting cancer. One of the 
main ways they are able to 
bring this sense of ease into 
someone’s life is by delivering 
God’s Word—the bottom 

line of their faith-based charity is to support and bring 
as many people as possible to Christ. Phil Zielke, the 
founder of Phil’s Friends, taught school at Trinity when 
he was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 2004. 
He battled that cancer and battled again when the 
cancer returned in 2005. He realized that God wanted 
him to use his experience to help others, and…Phil’s 
Friends was born. The charity now has national chapters 
and a widespread volunteer base to help cancer patients 
and their families across the country.

Stephen Ministry
The Stephen Ministry began in 1983 to provide Christian 
one-on-one care to those who are experiencing life 
needs. This service is for both members of Trinity and 
those in the community in need. This ministry began 
with 40 trained lay people. People 
who desire to be a Stephen 
Minister complete fifty hours of 
training in dealing with people 
who are going through various 
life crises. They then serve two 
years and are assigned to a 
care receiver. Stephen Ministry 
is a wonderful way for people 
who are gifted with being good 
listeners to become caregivers in 
a meaningful and important way.

Stepping Stones for Women 
of Domestic Violence
Trinity supports Stepping Stones for Women of Domestic 
Violence. In December 2001, Pastor Charles Mueller 
Jr. spoke during a sermon at Trinity about the issue of 
domestic violence 
in our community. 
He challenged the 
congregation, and 
later the community, 
to take action. The 
following year nearly 
100 people attended a 
meeting to determine 
what needed to 
be done. Stepping 
Stones was formed to provide a transitional living 
program for abused women and their children. Bridge 

At all stages of life, 

Trinity’s goal is to 

offer support for “real 

life” issues.
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Communities, Inc. was chosen as a partner. Stepping 
Stones is a Christian–based organization that empowers 
women who are victims of domestic violence to develop 
financial and emotional independence through an 18–24 
month process. In June 2003, Stepping Stones’ first family 
moved into an apartment. Since then, it has helped 
many women achieve independence and freedom from 
domestic violence.

Trinity Expanding Ministry Foundation
The Trinity Expanding Ministry Foundation presents 
mature Christians with an opportunity to respond 
to Christ’s love in a special way. The foundation is 
dedicated to expanding ministry that is above and 
beyond the regular capability of Trinity Lutheran 
Church. The foundation has become home to Christians 
that are seeking to invest in kingdom growth beyond 
their lifetime through wills, trusts, and life insurance 
instruments. And the foundation has become a visionary 
partner for new ministries that require seed funding to 
get past those start-up costs.

There are many more programs that are either a direct 
ministry of Trinity or are associated in some way with 
the church. It is an amazing testament to the people of 
Trinity, allowing the Holy Spirit to work through them, 
that so many wonderful services and organizations have 
been birthed or nurtured here. Where there is a need, 
many times just the right people respond. Programs 
like Adopt-a-Platoon and See to Read/Read to See and 
organizations like Phil’s Friends and POBLO (People of 
the Book Lutheran Outreach) fill important roles in the 
lives of many people. God is good.

Cemetery
Trinity Lutheran Church’s cemetery is located on the 
south side of Irving Park Road about two blocks west of 
Roselle Road. The land, formerly a nursery, was donated 
by Henry Hattendorf around 1911. William Benhart is 
recorded as the first burial in the church’s cemetery in 
1912. At the time, grave plots cost a mere $5.32 Though 
hundreds of people are now buried in Trinity’s cemetery, 
in 2010 plots are still available at the price of $500. 
For many people, choosing Trinity as their place for 

physical “eternal rest” is an important way to show the 
significance of the family of faith that was an integral part 
of their earthly lives.

Notes 
1. Gross, Remembering Roselle, 4,5. 

2. Campise, Trinity Lutheran Church 75th Anniversary, 4.

3. 1 bid. 4.

4. 1 bid. 4.

5. 1 bid. 4, 5.

6. Mehlberg, Reverend Mehlberg’s Historical Notes.

7. Campise, 26.

8. 1 bid. 2, 3.

9. 1 bid. 2.

10. 1 bid. 26.

11. 1 bid. 25.

12. 1 bid. 25.

13. 1 bid. 16, 18.

14. Mehlberg.

15. Gross. “Norma Thiemann: 56 Years of Commitment,” Chicago 
Tribune. 1.

16. Campise, 16.

17. 1 bid. 18.

18. 1 bid. 15.

19. 1 bid. 21.

20. Mueller, email message to author.

21. Trinity Tower, Vol. XX, #5, 2.

22. 1 bid. Vol. XXIX, #6, 6.

23. 1 bid. Vol. XXIV, #4, 2.

24. 1 bid. XXVIII, #5, 2.

25. Umlauf, email message to author.

26. Lichthardt, email message to author.

27. Campise, 9.

28. Sharos,  “More Than Five Centuries of Technology…

29. Johnson, Tim, email message to the author.

30. Trinity Tower, Vol. XXII, no.10, 6.

31. Campise, 18-19.

32. Trinity Tower, Vol. III, no.8, 4.



33

T R I N I T Y  R O S E L L E  1 0 0  Y E A R  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Bibliography
There are many instances where text was borrowed heavily from Trinity’s 75th Anniversary book, particularly in the 
church’s history and worship life. We are indebted to the individuals who worked so hard on this endeavor 25 years 
ago. If you would like to read even more of this special volume, it is available online in pdf format. Visit trinityroselle.
com, go to the members’ homepage, and click on the Historical Document link under Quick Links.

Campise, Christina, Marilyn Dau, Frank Graff, Joyce Kuhlmann, Janette Marcus, John Partlow, Nancy Studt, 
Norma Thiemann, Donna Voeltz, Judy White, Ingrid Zelaitis, Nancy VandenBerg, and George Steinhardt , 
comps. and eds. Trinity Lutheran Church 75th Anniversary. 1985.

Gross, Jill. Etched in Time, A History of the Village of Roselle, Illinois. Illinois:Roselle Historical Foundation, 1992.

- - -  “Norma Thiemann: 56 Years of Commitment.” Chicago Tribune August 15, 1993, 1, 8.

- - - Remembering Roselle. Schaumburg, Illinois: Classical Color Graphics, 2008.

Johnson, Tim. email message to author, July 20, 2010.

Mehlberg, Reverend Walter. Reverend Mehlberg’s Historical Notes. 1970.

Mueller, Charles S. Sr. email message to author, July 14, 2010.

Sanborn, Dorothy, and Hilda Alleman. History Roselle, Illinois. Roselle, Illinois: The Roselle Public Library, 1968.

Sharos, David.“More Than Five Centuries of Technology…” Chicago Tribune, March 14, 1997.

St. Peter Lutheran Church and School. June 28, 2010.

http://stpeterlcms.com/.

Trinity Lutheran Church Guide Book and Directory. St. Louis, Missouri: Guide Book Publishing, 2008.

Trinity Tower. Vol. XX, no.5, 2.

Trinity Tower, Vol. XXIX, no.6, 6.

Trinity Tower, Vol. XXIV, no.4, 2.

Trinity Tower, Vol. XXVIII, no.5, 2.

Trinity Tower, Vol. XXII, no.10, 6.

Trinity Tower, Vol. III, no.8, 4.

Umlauf, Karen, and Anne Boehne, email message to author, September 24, 2009.



I Remember
Trinity Vignettes



T R I N I T Y  R O S E L L E  1 0 0  Y E A R  A N N I V E R S A R Y

T R I N I T Y  R O S E L L E  1 0 0  Y E A R  A N N I V E R S A R Y



36

From Al & Marge Engel:
For Whom the Bell Tolls…The bell tolls for all members 
of Trinity. In our time, the ‘20s, ‘30s, and early ‘40s, the 
church bell made several announcements. At 6 p.m. 
Saturday, the bell announced that there would be church 
service on Sunday morning, and everyone in town and 
nearby farms could hear it. On Sunday morning when the 
service began, it told those hurrying to church that they 
were going to be late. But of greatest interest was when 
there was a funeral service. That’s because the bell rang 
and announced the age of the departed by tolling once 
for every year of the person’s life. Everything stopped as 
residents counted the tolls. The bell was located up in the 
tower and had to be rung by a rope reaching the first floor. 
It took some training to ring that bell, as a mistake could 
turn it upside down and require someone to climb up into 
the tower and turn it right. In our time the bell ringer pros 
were Herman Beisner and Ernie Bloomberg.

From Adelia Nerge Kastning (Mrs. Al Kastning):
My parents joined Trinity before I was born in 1913. In the 
1940s, my father was on the cemetery committee and he 
asked me to go to the cemetery to cut the grass. I took my 
children, Jerry and Jane, with me. Jerry rode his tricycle, 
Jane was in the baby buggy, and I pulled the hand mower. 
After I mowed, I trimmed around the headstones. Then we 

had a picnic lunch that I 
had packed. There were 
lovely deep purple lilacs 
at the back of the cemetery 
along the railroad tracks. 
I would take lilacs to put 
on the altar at church. The 
Ladies’ Aid and Dorcas 
Society used the beautiful 
lilacs as table decorations 
when they were having a 

breakfast or dinner. I was baptized, went to school (at the 
one-room school), was confirmed, and married at Trinity. I 
want to be buried in the Trinity Cemetery. My husband, Al, 
is buried there. At school, the teacher would have to bring 
the coal in the stove every morning. There was a building 
behind the school—the outhouse—one side was for the 
boys and the other for the girls. In the winter, the public 
school children would have snowball fights with us after 
school.

From Raymond Hitzemann:
We always hear people talking about the “good old days.” 
The good old days that bring back some of my fondest 
memories were my school days at Trinity Lutheran School, 

from 1942 to 1950. In the 1940s, Trinity had a total staff 
of four people: Rev. Mehlberg, pastor; A.J. Binneboese, 
principal, organist, music director, and teacher for grades 
five through eight; Ruth Kruse, teacher of grades one 
through four; and H. Beisner, part-time janitor. You did not 
need a big staff for a small church and a school of less than 
60 students. Our typical school day was from 8:30 to 3:30. 
The first two hours of each day were devoted to religion 
studies. We had two half-hour recesses and one hour for 
lunch—free time for both the students and the teachers. 
While the teachers went to the back room/teacher’s lounge, 
the students organized their own games and amused 
themselves. During spring and fall there was always a 
softball game that included such sluggers as Gil Benhart, 



37

T R I N I T Y  R O S E L L E  1 0 0  Y E A R  A N N I V E R S A R Y

“We had 2 half-hour 

recesses and one hour 

for lunch”

Wayne Gieseke, Dick Ebeling, and Ralph Botterman. In 
fact, Wayne Gieseke could hit a 12” softball and bounce 
it off the church a half block away. If the ball went across 
the street into Mrs. Brachman’s garden, I would have to 

get it back because I knew her 
and she was my mother’s friend. 
Our favorite pastimes were hide-
and-seek, jump rope, and bike 
riding. If you wanted a little extra 
amusement at recess, you could 
give Fritzie Priemer a ride on your 
handle bars and he would sing a 
song in German for you. A favorite 
winter pastime was “hot beans” in 
the school basement. One person 
would hide a belt somewhere in or 
around the beams, heating ducts, 
or some other neat place. Everyone 
would look for it. The person 
finding it would yell “hot beans” 
and swat anyone he could catch 
with the non-buckle end of the belt 
until they got back to the goal. We 
had unique discipline and teaching 
methods then compared to what 
they are now. For instance, if you 
had math problems wrong, you 
would have to re-do them on the 
blackboard so everyone could see 
how stupid you were. You might 
have to stand in the corner if you 
did not pay attention during Bible 
history or stay in for a certain 
number of recesses. The ultimate 
punishment was getting a number 

of slaps across the open hand with a ruler while everyone 
else was watching. Not being a smart student, I had my 
share of all of these types of punishments and lost recesses. 
One of the mysteries I have never been able to solve is why 
we were punished for eating candy or chewing gum during 
Bible history, but it was okay for Mr. Binneboese to eat 
TUMS all day long...

From Naomi Weslock:
Staff Christmas Parties…Millie Wolfanger did not always 
look forward to Trinity’s staff Christmas parties. Twice 
without Millie’s knowledge, her husband, Curt, appeared 
in a pair of red pajamas with a blinking bowtie. Millie 

forced him to put them away. A few years later, Curt and 
I changed into costumes during a Christmas party at 
Steve and Amy Moeller’s. We came down the stairs: Curt 
wearing my mother’s old wig, his “new” green dress, and 
heels, and I had a man’s hat and Terry’s pinstripe suit 
stuffed with a pillow. We made quite a stunning couple!

From Audrey Biester:
Some favorite memories of mine include Christmas 
Eve when the school kids all received a brown bag with 
an apple, orange, some hard candy, and a small box of 
chocolate-covered crèmes. What a treat! The Elders handed 
them out after our school program. Pastor Mehlberg 
confirmed me and married Bob and me in 1951. The old 
Trinity church never had a center aisle, instead there were 
two side aisles and the middle was quite large. Celeste 
Mehlberg was married in January of 1951—we thought 
we were the first wedding using 
the new center aisle, but she beat 
us by a month. We had huge 
real Christmas trees when we 
were kids and our pageant was 
so special—it was magical for us 
kids. Another memory that was 
special to me was the statue of 
Jesus over our altar, and I am very 
happy it was brought into our new 
church building.

From Curt Wolfanger:
Heartwarmers... Outreach to Golden Agers... In 1972 
while at Trinity Lutheran in Elkhart Indiana, Millie and I 
started a “members and family’ musical/spiritual/visitation 
outreach to nursing homes. It involved fun songs, light 
humor, familiar hymns with picture/song slides plus the 
transporting 
of an organ 
as a musical 
anchor. 
Moving to 
this area in 
1978, church 
hunting, and 
hearing of 
Trinity and 
its positive 
outreach, 
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we joined... the same month Pastor Mueller Sr. came. We 
shared the “nursing home-organ troop” idea with members 
of Trinity, including Eric Bredehoeft and Pastor. Soon, we 
formed a new traveling, organ-moving group with family 
entertainers and slide-show called the Heartwarmers. 
The group involved the Busses, Waymans, Grossarts, 
Biesters, Nemecks and Sievers to mention a few. After 
it developed, Pastor Senior challenged us to share the 
outreach with other interested volunteers across the 
country. He suggested we package it for those “not able to 
lug an organ from nursing home to nursing home.” This 
developed into Heartwarmers Outreach which attained 
non-profit 501 (c)(3) corporation status in 1983. We began 
developing and sharing filmstrips, cassette recordings, 
and a script; graduated to 
VHS; and now have thirteen 
30-minute DVDs. Our Gloria 
Dei Chorale is used as a solid 
song-leading soundtrack and 
extra-large words are on the 
screen, making it easy for seniors 
to sing, even if their voices were 
once stronger. The programs 
are full of fun, joy, and the Good News of Jesus Christ, 
and they really get folks singing. This outreach would 
never have developed without the continued support, both 
volunteer and financial, and through participation in our 
annual Super Bowl pancake breakfast. Trinity’s state-of-
the-art AV studio and volunteers have been instrumental 
in making Heartwarmers DVDs, which are now being 
shared in all 50 states and even Canada. Nursing home 
activity directors are now our prime users who share the 

programs over and over. Feel free to check out our website 
at heartwarmers.org.

From Al & Marge Engel:
In the ‘30s and ‘40s, Christmas programs in the church 
were very routine yet very exciting for us. School children 
had their pieces to say and sang a few Christmas hymns. 
At the Christmas program in 1941, all the boys in the 
eighth grade class, John Troyke, Harvey Gronimeyer, and 
Al Engel stood in front of the pulpit and sang “We Three 
Kings of Orient Are.” That was followed by the highlight 
of the program: the Elders passing out large paper bags 
of oranges, apples, nuts and candy to every child in the 
service, and teacher Binneboese passed out pencils and 
tables to all the school children.

From Naomi Binneboese Troyke:
My dad, A.J. Binneboese was born December 24, 1894, 
in Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, and he died January 
26, 1959. He came to Roselle in 1920 with a call to be 
principal, organist, choir director, and teacher, and he 
remained for 38 years. His position also was secretary 
of the congregation, and he founded the Roselle Public 
Library. A.J. was honored by the congregation in a special 
service for 42 years of teaching in parochial schools. His 
summers were busy trying to get more children to attend 
the Lutheran School. He visited the homes, also. Holidays 
were very important at our house, especially at Christmas. 
Since his birthday was on December 24, the school children 
were generous with cigarettes and Tums for gifts. At school, 
my mom sewed presents for each student. The Christmas 
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At the end of a school 

day I’ve usually sang 

“Abide with Me”.

tree at school was untrimmed and taken home to our 
house. By then it was dry and not many needles were 
left on it, but it was so beautiful. My dad and I carried it 
down the street to our house and then put our lights and 
trimmings on it again. Christmas Eve was exciting. We 
were in the old church – lights were low and only the tree 
lit. Our (children’s) gift from church was a large bag with 
candy, fruit, and really big oranges. My dad smoked a lot 
and somebody would have to go to the drug store and buy 
his Tums and cigarettes. I begged him not to send me in 
the cold, and John Troyke was elected. John liked to go…

Another job was a letter that 
he composed to send to all the 
service men from our church 
and town during WWII. It was 
a weekly paper. The service 
men would write to my dad, 
and he would put their news 
in the weekly paper along 

with their address. Viola Voelz was the typist, and I ran the 
news off on a very old copy machine with a crank handle. 
The service men loved this paper and getting news of their 
friends. School was a little difficult for me with my father 
as the teacher of grades 6, 7, and 8. Marge (Lichthardt) 
Engel was the smartest in my class of 13–nine girls and 
four boys. My dad was a great reader, and so was Marge. 
I guess that is why she got so smart! In good weather, my 
dad played baseball every day with the upper grades. He 
was the pitcher and umpire. He loved baseball and the 
Sox. He sometimes told my brothers 
and I that we had to be good and 
not get into trouble, as we were to 
be examples for the other kids. At 
the end of a school day we usually 
sang “Abide with Me” or “Now the 
Day Is Over.” He always said once 
a teacher, always a teacher. He built 
character and Christian faith in the 
children he taught.

From John Strege:
Beth and I joined Trinity in 1977. 
We have always been quite 
involved in the worship life at 
Trinity, along with a few other 
roles between us (church council, 
teaching Sunday school, Organ 
Committee, Expanding Ministry, 

supporting MYMs, Bible Studies). Through our many 
years at Trinity, and as our children attended TLS for 
their entire elementary educations, we’ve seen ongoing 
growth in the size of the congregation and the physical 
facilities. Through all of these changes, Trinity has 
provided excellent teachers, as well as a willingness to 
accept new people and new ideas. On the musical front, 
initial efforts to bring “contemporary music” into worship 
services during the early ‘90s included having piano and 
guitar in the Family Life Center for Saturday evening 
service, various instrumental combos for the 10:15 service 
in the Heritage Center (remember the pastor shuffle?), 
and my own two terms of leading high school youth 
choirs. In this latter role, my goal was to select music to 
fit the changing size and skills of the group from year 
to year. With a number of our anthems, we introduced 
Trinity to songs by a new generation of Christian writers 
like Michael W. Smith, Twila Paris, and Steven Curtis 
Chapman. Eventually, many 
of these became congregational 
songs at Trinity. In more recent 
years, with the introduction of full 
Praise Band, song leaders, and 
even a Praise Choir, I believe we 
have maintained a standard of 
presenting quality music that is 
appropriate for worship, regardless 
of the specific style or source. Of 
course, Trinity has felt like home 
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for many years, but I can honestly say we felt that way 
right from the beginning. Beth and I have met most of our 
close friends through Trinity, and many (like us) are still 
here, thankful to God for His continual goodness and grace!

From Don Goke:
Our Journey to Trinity…We were living in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, in 1967, when the company I was working 
for merged into its sister company, Amoco Oil Company, 
and moved the offices to Chicago. I was one of the few 
employees given the opportunity to move with the 
company. After accepting, 
the company gave us one 
week, all expenses paid, to 
make living arrangements 
in the area. We knew 
nothing about the area, so 
how do you determine in 
one week’s time where you 
want to live? Our solution: 
ask help from the church. 
We had three school-aged 
children and knew we 
did not want to live in 
Chicago. We also knew 
we wanted the children to 
go to a Lutheran school, 
if possible. After studying 
maps, we decided to check out the Roselle area. With help 
from our pastor in Tulsa, we were given the names of 
several churches with schools in the immediate area and 
appointments were made to visit them. Mr. Kenneth Black 
was the principal at Trinity who gave us a tour of the 
school and explained the vision and goals for the school 
and church. By this time, we had visited several other 
schools in the area and decided Trinity was for us. We 
were given the name of a church member who dealt in real 
estate. After looking at many homes, we were unable to 
find one suitable for our needs in our price range. We were 
then given a name of a member of the congregation who 
built houses. We soon had a contract to build our house 
at 304 E. Walnut Street. We moved into our new house in 
October 1968. By working with people from the church, we 
felt comfortable in knowing that we all had one thing in 
common–church membership. This was a great blessing for 
us. It is true: trust in the Lord, and He will make the right 
decision for you.

From Naomi Weslock:
Future for Trinity…Even though we are full-time 
RVers and “on the road wandering,” Trinity is our home 
congregation, our family. Every spring we look forward 
to returning and worshiping at Trinity. Unless you attend 
different churches, you do not realize the blessings of 
Trinity’s commitment to Lutheran education, its rich music 
heritage, the variety of worship experiences, and pastors 
who bring their unique gifts of service. We pray that this 
will continue. The strength of lay leadership at Trinity is 
evident time and time again. They were able to carry on 

when we were between 
pastors, in financial crisis, 
and conducting building 
programs. As teachers at 
Trinity, it was rewarding to 
see former students become 
leaders of the congregation. 
That says a lot about what 
Trinity means to them. We 
need to continue to raise up 
leaders by giving everyone 
a chance to serve, even in 
grade school.

From Verdell Hanke:
The Trinity Mother’s Club was started in the early 1950s. 
Mr. A.J. Binneboese, principal, and Ruth Kruse, teacher, 
were instrumental in forming the Mothers’ Club. Shirley 
Binneboese was the first president. The purpose of the 
organization was to raise money to purchase much-needed 
items for the school. We started out with a great number 
of members who were very dedicated to the cause and 
a close-knit group. Then, we formed small groups called 
circles, which met once a week close to the time of our 
bazaars. Our big fundraising event was the Christmas 
Bazaar. Throughout the year, we would gather craft ideas, 
decide on which projects to do, and work in small groups 
of five or six to complete the items. We would bring our 
sack lunches to the hostess’ home, work on crafts, have 
fellowship, and enjoy dessert and coffee afterwards. There 
was a lot of laughter and good times. We took great pride 
in our booths and projects. We were good stewards of our 
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“...What a joy to be 

part of God’s growing 

family at Trinity”.

resources as nothing was thrown away–even the smallest 
scrap of felt served a purpose! Often, supplies were recycled 
from at-home items. Our group also prepared hot lunches 
for the school children 
during the year. Once a 
month, we would prepare 
the lunches in the kitchen 
in the upstairs of the old 
school and the children 
looked forward to them. 
It was a real treat. The 
Mothers’ Club continued 
through the years even 
when members moved away, went to work outside the 
home, or no longer had children in school. In a new 
way, the spirit of the Mothers’ Club continues as other 
fundraisers are now serving the needs of the school. I am 
honored to have been a part of the Mothers’ Club.

From the Sander family:
The Sander adventure at Trinity Lutheran Church and 
School began with an unexpected phone call from Mr. Ken 
Black. Our first question: “Where is Roselle, Illinois?” Our 
second question: “Could Nebraska Cornhuskers survive 
in Chicagoland?” One visit was all it took! Warm and 
welcoming staff and congregation, outstanding facilities, 
awesome challenges, and new possibilities reinforced the 
Spirit’s Call to become principal and second grade teacher 
at Trinity Lutheran School. The dynamic leadership of 
the Pastors Mueller, Junior and Senior, made way for our 
study and transition to school tuition. National Lutheran 
School Accreditation and North Central Accreditation 
were successfully accomplished through a total group 
effort by our outstanding teachers and office staff. By 
1992, all classes were 
doubled, and our preschool 
program served over 100 
three-and-four-year-old 
students.Our application 
process for consideration 
as a National Blue Ribbon 
School by the United States 
Department of Education 
was extensive, detailed, 
and time consuming. An 
enthusiastic faculty and 
staff effort resulted in our 
selection as a National 

Blue Ribbon School in the fall of 1992. We will always 
remember the trip to Washington, D.C., to accept the 
award with Terry and Naomi Weslock, and Lynn 
and Larry Wilson. Our visit to the White House was 
highlighted by an address from President Clinton. What 
an honor to make a second trip to Washington two 
years later, as National Distinguished Principal! This 
cherished memory and award were made possible by the 
contributions of the entire faculty and staff of Trinity, as 
well as the commitment to quality Christian education by 
this congregation.

From Dorothy Ludwig:
Having taught in Lutheran schools in Iowa for six years, 
I accepted the call to teach at Trinity, Roselle, in August 
1961. Ruth Kruse had been teaching first and second 
grades through the spring of 1961. Mrs. Kruse continued 
to teach second grade that fall, and 
I taught first grade. Until the new 
school building was completed, 
my class met in a classroom at 
the Roselle Methodist Church’s 
newly built educational wing. Mr. 
Marwood delivered milk to our 
classroom each day. We walked 
to the old church for Chapel and 
the second-story meeting room at 
the old school for hot lunch, etc., 
when scheduled. I had arrived 
in Roselle on the first weekend in August, moved into a 
room in Freida Pfortmiller’s home, and quickly went to the 
church to practice organ for the Sunday morning services. 
The organists and most of the other teachers had left for 
their vacations. It was a quiet beginning to many joy-

filled years teaching first 
grade, supervising student 
teachers, and teaching 
Sunday School, VBS, and 
private piano lessons. What 
a joy it is for our family to 
study, work, and worship in 
Trinity’s beautiful facilities. 
And what a joy to be part 
of God’s growing family at 
Trinity.
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From Pastor Eugene Trieglaff:
My ministry at Trinity began with my arrival the Sunday 
after Easter 1964. In July of that year, Rev. Walter 
Mehlberg, who served as Trinity’s pastor for nearly 40 
years, had surgery for prostate cancer, and his wife, Freda, 
died while visiting him at Elmhurst Memorial Hospital 
in September. Pastor Mehlberg finally got back into the 
pulpit in November of 1964, but remained in a weakened 

condition until his retirement in 1967. In 1965, I was 
called as associate pastor and in 1967 as senior pastor. At 
the time we were still worshiping in the old church on Elm 
Street. The old gas lights remained in the basement, with 
the electrical wiring almost as old as the gas lights. With 
a seating capacity of 220, it was necessary to have three 
services on a Sunday. The organist was Ron Prochnow, 
and the volunteer custodian, who did much of the cleaning, 
snow removal, lawn cutting, ringing of the church bell, 
etc., was Ernest Blomberg. Ernie was beloved by all, and 
is mentioned because he was indispensable to the physical 
operation of the church building and property for many 
years. Trinity School was an integral part of Trinity’s 
ministry, under the principalship of first Robert Huebner, 
and then in 1968, Kenneth Black. Trinity School flourished 
under the leadership of Kenneth Black. The entire staff 
of teachers, from kindergarten through eighth grades, 
was outstanding, and was then and continues to be the 
pride of the Northern Illinois District. Thanks be to God 
for their faithful service. In 1970, Robert Kretchmar was 
called directly from the seminary to become our assistant 
pastor. The Vietnam War was raging at the time, and 

Bob’s conscientious preaching against the War became an 
issue of controversy, especially among the veterans of the 
congregation. Bob accepted a call to Baltimore in 1973. The 
Rev. Kenneth Garazin, again directly from the seminary, 
received our call and became our assistant pastor from 
1973 to 1976. Several months after the birth of their second 
child, Ken’s wife, Karen, became totally incapacitated 
due to a mistake in the diagnosis and treatment of what 
was then thought to be Guillain-Barre Syndrome. She 
remained in a coma for seven years, and died at Dupage 
County Nursing Home in Wheaton. During that time Rev. 
Garazin resigned from the ministry. Erich Bredehoeft was 
called as half-time music director and youth minister. Erich 
was outstanding in both ministries, the number of choirs 
increasing, and a traveling youth choir initiated. With 
the help of other able organists from the congregation and 
teaching staff, both programs flourished. The building of 
a new “House for the Church,” as we called it, took place 
with a groundbreaking in January 1971, the Rev. Walter 
Mehlberg attending shortly before he died. An interesting 
event associated with the building of the new sanctuary 
was the “signing of the bricks.” Each child in the Christian 
day school had the privilege of signing their name on the 
back of one of the bricks used in the construction of the 
baptismal font and the altar. Their names bore witness that 
they were part of the community of saints. One of the great 
joys in my ministry at Trinity was visiting and communing 
the aged and shut-in members of the congregation. Instead 
of sitting at home grieving and reminiscing about years 
gone by, I encouraged them to begin a group called the 
Golden Age Club, founded one afternoon in the basement 
of the Roselle State Bank. Limiting themselves to 100 
members, within several 
years another group called 
the Silver Streaks, began 
their own mission of 
enjoying the golden years 
with trips and outings 
everywhere. From 1971 
to 1975, I used my days 
off and vacation time to 
complete my doctrinal 
studies in counseling psychology. In 1975, I was the 
first Doctor of Ministry graduate in Pastoral Care and 
Counseling, the degree issued by a member of the Hyde 
Park Association of Theological Schools. In 1976, I stepped 
down from senior pastor to begin part-time ministry at 
Trinity, and established a pastoral counseling practice 
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in Schaumburg and later in Arlington Heights. The Rev. 
Eldon Weisheit was called as senior pastor in 1976. In 
December of 1977, I accepted a Call to St. Peter Lutheran 
Church in Arlington Heights to serve part-time as their 
counseling pastor and establish a ministry to single adults. 
I wish I could name one by one the hundreds of active and 
faithful members whose witness to our Savior made Trinity 
the growing congregation that it is today.To God alone is 
the glory!

From Bob Scheiwe:
Trinity Summer Recreation…ran from 1981–1992. The 
program originated outside, then moved into the Heritage 

Center when the school’s south wing and library were 
built. TSR averaged 35-50 kids from Trinity and the 
surrounding community, and ran Monday through 
Thursday from 12–4 p.m. Games played included bumper 
pool , ping pong, Nok Hockey, carom pool, and various 
board games. Indoor badminton and outside tee-ball and 
softball were played. Tournaments were held, with ribbons 
given out. Kids made arts and crafts, and treats and 
snacks were provided. Another important highlight for 
me is the Janesville Basketball Tournament in Wisconsin. 
Every February, hundreds of Trinity people head to 
Wisconsin to cheer on the Tigers. It’s really great for school 
spirit!

“The entire staff of 

teachers...continues 

to be the pride of the 

Northern Illinois 

District.”
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From Pastor Ken Garazin:
I arrived at Trinity in June 1972, after graduating from 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. It was an exciting time, 
as the congregation had just moved into a beautiful new 
sanctuary the year before. Quite a few members wondered 
aloud why we had purchased such a large piece of property 
and could not imagine ever needing that much space. Little 
did they know 
what the Lord 
had in mind for 
Trinity’s ministry 
in the years ahead! 
That “large” piece of 
property wouldn’t 
be big enough for 
all the ministries 
that would be 
developed to serve 
God’s people 
in the Roselle 
community. It was 
also an interesting 
time as Roselle 
was changing 
from a rural 
community to a 
growing suburban 
community. Many 
new residents 
were moving into 
the area as the 
farmland began to disappear, and subdivisions sprouted. 
Trinity also was changing from a small, white frame, 
rural church, to a rapidly growing suburban church, with 
expanding ministries in both the church and school. The 
Kennedy Evangelism Program was developed about this 
time, and helped us reach out into the community with a 
unique invitation for folks to join us at Trinity and develop 
a close walk with the Lord. One of the privileges that I had 
to serve the community was as chaplain of the Roselle Fire 
Department for three years. As I look back on my time at 
Trinity, one of the things for which I am very grateful is the 
close and caring staff, which was a very supportive team of 
the ministry in both church and school, and each other. We 
had some great staff parties! The Lord has blessed Trinity 
in so many ways since I left in 1975, and I know that He 
will continue that blessing in many new and exciting ways 
in the years ahead.

From Donna Voelz:
Trinity Lutheran Church has been my church home for 
over seven decades and I consider its members my family. 
It is a strong, innovative, Bible-based church that has 
been blessed with many fine pastors and teachers over the 
years. Trinity offers something for all ages and interests 
and has for many years. Along with many others, I have 

seen Trinity grow 
from the little 
church on Elm 
Street with its two-
classroom school 
to the massive 
complex it is today 
(built on property 
which originally 
was my great 
uncle’s farm) and 
I have grown with 
it–from attending 
Sunday school to 
becoming a Sunday 
school teacher–
from attending 
Confirmation 
classes to Bible 
classes to becoming 
a Stephen Minister 
– from singing 
with the school 
children in church 

to singing in the church choir. Thanks to Ruth Kruse 
and A.J. Binneboese, we received an excellent elementary 
education. Because of their dedicated teaching, many of 
us were placed in advanced classes when we went on to 
high school. As my mother was a widow with a small 
salary, she would not have been able to send me to Trinity 
had it not been for the generosity of Trinity’s members. 
As a result, I wholeheartedly support the school now even 
though I never had children or grandchildren. As there was 
no local high school, we attended school eight to ten miles 
from home and consequently, participating in after school 
activities was virtually impossible. As a result, many of 
us belonged to Walther League here at Trinity, where we 
had Bible study and planned activities. Our group was 
especially active, for in addition to the usual activities of 
hay rides, square dances in members’ basements, forays to 
hockey games, and themed parties, we also participated in 
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three variety shows. I could hardly wait until I was sixteen 
so I could join the church choir. I was a member for 54 
years and enjoyed all the opportunities and experiences it 
offered. Over the years, we participated in many concerts, 
mass choirs, programs for nursing homes, and other such 
outings, plus, of course, Easter and Christmas pageants, 
which were very popular. Since I have retired, I spend 
a fair amount of time as a volunteer at Trinity, plus 
attending JOY, participating as an AIMS mentor, and 
attending Bible class, which re-emphasizes the fact that no 
matter what your age, there is something for everyone!

From Pastor Thomas C. Noll:
My work at Trinity began after I took an early retirement. 
My dream was to be able to use my love of being a pastor, 
without having to be concerned about the day-to-day 
operations of a parish. Trinity offered me that opportunity 
by allowing me to work part-time with the elderly or 
recuperating members of the congregation who were unable 
to consistently be in worship. It is an enormous privilege to 
be allowed into people’s lives and homes, and to become a 
friend and confidante to them. What a joy it is to share the 
Lord’s Supper and God’s Word with those who hunger for 
it and long to be in the house of the Lord, but are unable 
to be there. I have had the honor of sharing in the joys 
and the sorrows of these people to whom I minister, and, 
in many cases, I have felt a part of their families. Because 
most of those with whom I work are elderly, I have been 
called upon to conduct many funerals. Of course, these 
are sad times, but often we find something about which 
we can laugh together as we remember the loved one who 
has died. And, always, there is the 
great joy of being able to share, with 
those who grieve, the certain hope of 
the resurrection to eternal life that is 
assured to all who have faith in Jesus 
Christ. As I reflect on the years I have 
served at Trinity, I am overwhelmed 
by the marvelous parade of God’s 
people to whom I have had the 
privilege of ministering and who have 
graciously allowed me to be a part of 
their lives. God has indeed blessed me 
through the people of Trinity.

From Karen Ostrander:
High Tide–Trinity Family Camping…Every June we 
would go family camping with Trinity families. The site 
would change every few years. Some people had fancy 
campers and rented campers and some of us had tents. 
Evening devotion was followed by singing, and making 
s’mores or pies around the campfire. One Friday night, 
we arrived at High Tide Campground and pitched our 
tent near the tiny trickle of a stream. Kids were playing 
barefoot in the stream or wearing “jelly shoes.” Some were 
“fishing” with American cheese as bait. That night after the 
campfire, it began to drizzle. We woke up in the morning 
adjacent to a swift running river! Since we were on air 
mattresses, we never realized that our family was in the 
middle of a flood! The wig fell off of my daughter Kim’s 
doll, which was cloth and water logged! When we got out 
of the tent ,Ray Kainz asked if we wanted coffee, and said 
he was not going to budge until 
he finished cooking his bacon and 
eggs! Meanwhile, the campground 
was picking up picnic tables with 
a fork-lift truck to move them to 
higher ground. My husband, Tom, 
and I decided to slosh through the 
“high tide” and pack up. Trinity 
families stood in the door of their 
campers and motor homes not 
understanding why we were going 
home! Ray Kainz was still frying 
bacon.

From Donald Brei:
The Gospbells is 
the adult handbell 
choir of Trinity. It 
is also the original 
handbell choir at 
Trinity. The group 
was formed when 
the estate of the late 
Sid Graser left some 
money to the church 
specifically for a set 
of handbells. With 
this money, two 
octaves of handbells 
were purchased in 
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1966, and a group was formed to play them. The director 
of music at that time was Ronald Prochnow, though he 
left in 1969. One of the new teachers starting at that time 
was Paula Wegner, and she became the new director of the 
Gospbells. Shortly thereafter, the new director of music and 
organist became Erich Bredehoeft. When the new church 
building was finished in January 1971, the group was 
growing in size and a teenage bell choir was also formed, 
later to be called the Allegro Bells. About this time, a third 
octave of bells was purchased. This is quite an expenditure, 
since each octave of bells cost several thousand dollars. 
Around 1972, there were several short-term directors, 
including Verda Pamperin, Erich Bredehoeft, and Carolyn 
Shockey, until Karen Pautsch became the permanent 
director of the Gospbells in 1973. Over the next decade or 
so, a fourth and later a fifth octave of bells was purchased, 
making a complete set. By the late 1980s or early 1990s, a 
second four-octave set of handbells was purchased, due to 
the fact that the high school bell choir was getting so large, 
at almost 50 people, and a second set was needed. Several 
generous benefactors came to the rescue. By now, two new 
handbell groups were created, the fourth and fifth grade 
group, and the sixth, seventh, and eighth grade group in 
Trinity School. I have been a member of the Gospbells since 
1971 and have enjoyed it immensely.We can always use 
new members if anyone out there would like to join us!

From Deaconess Rogene Lis:
In the 1980s Trinity had four services on a Sunday 
morning, including a 10:15 a.m. service. Pastor would 
preach at the 9:30 service, and while we were finishing up 
with prayers, he would run to the Heritage Center, preach 
at 10:15, and then let that group finish the service and 
run back to the church to preach the 11:00. Each week 
one service would be a prayer and praise service. I am 
not sure if it was to lighten the load of the preacher or to 
give the parishioners a change of pace. I was privileged to 
speak on prayer at one of the prayer and praise services. 
I spoke over a six-week period. Each week was a different 
service time. Standing up in front of the lectern was eye-
opening for me. That is when I learned that Pastor could 
see EVERYTHING. He can see if people are reading, eating, 
sleeping, or playing. All my life I thought we were hidden 
by the pew in front of us! It sure changed my behavior! 
After much discussion, our elders decided that lay people 
could serve communion and communion assistants were 
recruited. I was the first layperson (non-elder) and woman 

to serve communion in our church. What a responsibility 
it was and still is to be serving the Body of Christ to my 
fellow sisters and brothers. I can remember that first time 
how I worried I would mess up the words, drop the wafers, 
or trip. Since then, I have served many times and have had 
the privilege of serving my daughter her first communion.

From Gary Tate:
My favorite memories of Trinity center around drama. I 
am happy that I was able to help start an ongoing drama 

program in the church and school. The memories include 
our first all-church musical, “Oklahoma,” in the 1980s. I 
was glad to be able to get the school to become a member of 
ETA, an international organization that promotes theater 
in schools. Now Trinity is one of very few Lutheran schools 
that has an official Thespian chapter. Here students can 
gain knowledge in drama both on and behind the stage. 
As of June 2009, Trinity has a summer drama camp 
where children can participate in a production. Because 
of our work in drama, several people have gone on to do 
community theater and other work in theater.
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From Bob Biester:
I became a member in 1951, when I married Audrey 
(Kirsch). I remember several things related to the men’s 
organization…These were a group of young men that 
became voting members and had an influence on the 
future of the church and school. Another group of men 
became members through transfers from other churches. 
Together this group of men became active in Men’s Club. 
The activities of this group included the first time Trinity 
was involved in a carnival (we ran the food stand), one 

summer we painted the two 
classrooms of the old school, we 
collected newspapers and used the 
money for projects, and we started 
a sauerkraut and thuringer dinner 
each year that served about 350 
people. This started in the old 
school and later was held in the 
new school. A good time was had 
by all—preparing and serving 
the food. In time, as all things go, 
Men’s Club became inactive. A 
Trinity golf outing was started, 
however, and is still active.

From Pastor 
Charles S. Mueller Sr.:
When I think back on my years 
of service as senior pastor at 
Trinity, I don’t spend much time 
going over numbers or pinpointing 
programs to which some might 
attach importance. Much of the 
better things that happened were 
a natural development of work 
by Trinity’s past pastoral and lay 
leaders. Good things have been 

building here for years. Other, better things migrated our 
way from many other churches. It is not surprising that 
we reaped what others sowed. St. Paul predicted that in 
1 Corinthians 3:5-9. When recalling better things on my 
watch, I spend my time thinking of people like Ken Black 
and the dozens of other staff members who were critical to 
all that happened in those years—also bringing to mind 
the succession of men and women in leadership positions 
who were ever ready to act when something new surfaced. 
But more specifically in my dreamy moments, I conjure up 

a big, white, old-Roselle house brimming with people of 
all ages. They are having a great time. As they party on, a 
parade of newer faces keeps streaming up the front walk 
and into the house. Even as that is happening in front, 

other great people, 
one by one, slip out 
the back door with 
a smile on their 
faces and a wave 
of their hand. My 
role in all this? I 
kept to the post 
God had chosen 
for me—about 

halfway down the hallway connecting the two doorways. 
From there I helped a little here, encouraged a little there, 
trying to cheer everyone up and on. So many great people 
in that coming-and-going mix! There’s not enough room 
to name them all. Dare I risk 
naming a representative few like 
Ed Piske, Bud Hanke, the Geiseke 
brothers and Les Warfel? How 
about Marian Fenz, Bertha Peter, 
and Viola Voelz? Alma Lichthardt, 
Anna Barnes, the Tedrahns, 
Ron Kuhlmann, the Schwarzer 
brothers? My list could go on and 
on, each name complete with a 
story. Over the years, those I’ve 
mentioned were all busy doing 
great things while edging toward the back porch. There 
an escort of angels was waiting for them, and then it was 
off to a bigger and better place where a bigger and better 
party was—and still is—going on. Many, if not all, in 
that big Trinity house shared a take on the life in Christ, 
one which marks Trinity to this day. Over the years, 
when someone came up with a new way to praise God or 
help others, their ready response was, “Why not?” Then, 
having said that, they rolled up their sleeves and pitched 
in to make sure someone’s good idea was turned into a 
Trinity blessing. Foot draggers didn’t slow much. A little 
bit, maybe, but not much and not for long. Read the record. 
That’s been the century-old Trinity story. I’ve had the 
chance to watch it work for 31 years, the first 14 as pastor 
and the last 17 as a flag-waving parish member. Those 
years add up to a lot of offering envelopes, none of which 
Audrey and I regret bringing and laying on His altar, 
where they intermixed with the multi-faceted gifts of so 
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many others who take great delight in helping Trinity’s life 
and ministry roll on.

From David Barth:
There is no doubt that Trinity has imparted lasting 
influences on the lives of all my family members who have 
come in contact with our pastors and staff. But personally, 
I will always remember one bit of “advice” Pastor Mueller 
Sr. gave me in the summer of 1989. I was in the process of 
forming Spirit of Life, originally intended to be an LCMS 
chorus. But I had a number of friends who sang in other 
church choirs and asked if they could join. I went to him 
for advice and what he said plain and clear was, “David, 
who are you to tell someone else they can’t sing the Lord’s 
praises?” From that day on, Spirit became an ecumenical 
Christian chorus. Today, some twenty years later, Spirit 
is a 120-member ecumenical Christian chorus including 
singers, musicians, sound engineers, and salespeople. 
And what a joy and privilege it has been to serve as their 
founder and director for these twenty years.

From Elaine Pizzicaro:
My family moved to Roselle in July 1974. I remember 
how beautiful Trinity’s sanctuary was to me, especially 
“the window.” I immediately transferred my membership. 
I loved the intellectual sermons of Pastor Trieglaff’s and 
soon to be “illustrative” sermons of Eldon Weisheit. My 
son, David, was enrolled in three year preschool and 

continued his education through confirmation and eighth 
grade in Trinity’s day school. I still feel this was the best 
education he would ever experience. Over the years, I 
have volunteered in the school office, been president of the 
Mother’s Club, president of LWML both congregational 
and circuit, served on the Mission Ministry and the 
Church Council, as well as Lector. I was also a teacher’s 
aide for eight years in the day school’s kindergarten, second 
and fourth grades. Along with Millie Wolfanger, I took 
over production of the school yearbook and brought that 
endeavor into the black by selling advertising. I am very 
proud and happy to be a member of the Trinity family. 
There has been much growth since I joined in 1974, in 
membership and direction. I am especially happy for the 
opportunities for and promotion of Bible study. In addition, 
the commitment, not just to Trinity members, but also to 
the community at large, both near and far, is a great part of 
who we are as a church.

From Erich Bredehoeft,                                 
Teacher, Youth and Music Director 1970-1982
Among countless school memories, I chose to recall one 
unique moment in time. As late as the 1970s, all the school 
girls were required to wear dresses. They could only wear 
shorts for gym classes. Boys were required to wear dress 
slacks—“blue jeans” were not permitted. The Student 
Council, with Susan Johnson as president, petitioned the 
School Board to permit “coordinated pantsuits” to be worn 
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by the girls. That was a fashion of that time. They did get 
approval for only the “coordinated pantsuits” but not for 
“put-together” outfits. With today’s seemingly unlimited 
school dress rules, it’s an interesting historical (maybe 
hysterical) memory. When I arrived in the summer of 
1970, worship was still in the old white church on Park 
Street. The most toilsome task for me as music director 
was the handbell ministry. In order for the handbells 
to participate in Sunday worship, I had to take a whole 
station wagon load of three handbell cases, seven or eight 
music stands, music, etc., on Saturday. We had no handbell 
tables at that time. We laid a strip of felt on the floor on 
which to set the handbells. If we were playing more than 
two bells, we had to bend down, pick up the extra bell, 
follow the music, set the bell down again, etc. Then of 
course after worship, all the equipment had to be returned 
to the school for the rehearsals during the week. A lot of 
work, but it was always a joy to hear the bells ringing the 
praises of our Lord. January 1971 was a glorious month. 
The day of saying farewell to the church on Park Street 
in the morning and moving to the dedication of the new 
sanctuary was 
most inspiring. 
I remember the 
balcony was 
filled to capacity 
with more than 
70 adult and 
high school choir 
members. There 
were additional 
dedication 
services 
throughout 
the year, including Illinois Senator Charles Percy, The 
DuPage Symphony, and Dr. Thomas Gieschen for the 
organ dedication. The special services were designed to 
re-dedicate the congregation to ministries of Christian 
Education, Missions, Evangelism, Contemporary Worship, 
etc. It was thrilling to see more than 50 youth streaming 
into the choir room each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Their 
enthusiasm and ability spread beyond Trinity’s environs 
with an annual weekend choir tour in spring. The mission 
was to bring an entire worship service, planned by the 
students, which included choir, handbells, brass quartet, 
string duet, etc. God has richly blessed Trinity with 
inspiring and innovative leaders and staff who have 
continually led a willing and supportive congregation to 

new horizons in ministry. To God be the glory forever and ever.

From Rev. Jeff Moore:
When I came as a vicar to Trinity in August, 1979, I 
was perfectly useless. No, really! Trinity asked for a vicar 
during the pastoral vacancy, but Pastor Mueller Sr. had 
arrived a month before I did, and his plans certainly 
didn’t include supervising a vicar! I’m not sure I was 
much use even with his guidance, but Trinity was a 
tremendous blessing in my life. Because there was no 
real job description for a vicar that year, Pastor Mueller 
essentially gave me a taste of everything a pastor does. 
I taught Confirmation, worked and traveled with the 
youth, led VBS, preached, and attended meetings. He also 
put me to work tracking down technology for Trinity’s 
Dial-A-Prayer, creating charts, and processing survey 
information, thereby introducing me to the task of 
planning a congregation’s strategy 
for ministry. I have always said I 
had the best vicarage ever, because 
I was so unnecessary—I could 
try anything, and if I failed, no 
great loss. I also had the greatest 
supervising pastor, and greatest 
congregation, in Synod! And 
although I’ve lost touch with so 
many over the years, I’ll never 
forget the people who took me into 
their families. The Troyke, Yerger, 
and Mills families each fed me one supper a week, and 
so many others demonstrated Christ’s undeserved love 
to me. My vicarage year exposed me to a new culture. 
Because I came from Florida, I asked to be assigned to a 
place where people knew what a Lutheran was! Getting 
to know Roselle and Chicagoland was like spending a 
year in a foreign country for me. The “Blizzard of ’79,” a 
record-setting winter with huge snowfalls and incredible 
cold, was part of that foreign experience for this Miami-
born boy! Trinity will always have a special place in my 
heart for many reasons, but chief among them is the fact 
that, had I not been assigned there, I probably would never 
have married Lisa. Although we had written letters back 
and forth for almost two years since meeting, if we hadn’t 
been geographically close (she was in her first year of 
teaching at Wisconsin Dells, 175 miles away) we might 
never have seen each other that second time, which led 
pretty quickly to our engagement (precipitated somewhat 
by Pastor Mueller!) and our wedding at Trinity on June 
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23, 1980. With 80 voices in the choir, violins, flute, and 
Trinity’s organ, we had more of a concert than a wedding, 
but Trinity’s family supported us and loved us through 
our first six weeks of marriage until we left for my final 
year at the St. Louis Seminary in August, 1980. We’ve 
served in Missouri, Florida, Georgia, and Illinois since 
leaving Trinity, and God has called us to another Trinity, in 
downtown Orlando, for the past seven years, but Lisa and I 
will always be grateful that God placed us among you for a 
time, and we pray God’s richest blessings on Trinity’s next 
100 years!

From Rudy Ludwig:
I joined Trinity in 1964, became an elder in 1965, and 
served in this position until 1979, the last two years as 
chairman. After that, I was an usher for a number of years. 
With the growth of Trinity since the late ‘70s, it became 
clear that expansion of the facility was necessary. In 1983, 
I was tapped to co-chair the building committee. Out of 
that process came the Family Life Center, the East Gym, 
six new classrooms, and the first expansion of the lobby. 
Since then, I have been laying low and enjoying seeing my 
children and their friends be more involved.

From Pastor Don Schatz, D. Min.:
I served Trinity as a summer vicar from May–July, 1978. 
The two years prior to that, I occasionally assisted with 
the liturgy during Pastor Eldon Weisheit’s tenure. The 
last month of my summer vicarage was the first month 
of Pastor Charles S. Mueller Sr.’s ministry at Trinity. My 
time at Trinity was filled with joy and the wonder of how 
gracious and generous God’s people at Trinity are. I enjoyed 
teaching eighth grade religion class at Trinity School. The 
students immediately nicknamed me Rabbi and I still have 
a yarmulke George Steinhardt gave me with ‘Rabbi’ written 
on it. I had the privilege of escorting Pastor Widmer on 
calls to homebound members. His sage advice to me when 
I had a sore throat one day was to sip a little scotch, 
slowly! Pastor Bill Hughes was the vacancy pastor and 
his gentle, Gospel ministry has been a model for me since. 
One month serving with Charlie Mueller led to a lifetime 
of me pestering him with questions from afar, and having 
the privilege of him “consulting” with our urban ministry 
in Seattle. Trinity was a loving community, hurting a bit 
in those months from things that had gone on before, but 
determined to be a witness to the Gospel in Roselle. I saw 
how God works through weakness and grows us strong 
in the Spirit. I remain ever so grateful for Trinity’s open 
arms and patient mentoring and molding, which have 
helped shape me and my ministry to this day. Blessings to 

you all as you celebrate all that God 
continues to do through you after 
100 years. Here’s to 100 more!

From June Staud:
I arrived at Trinity with my dad 
and brother when I was about 
25 years old. I cannot believe I 
have spent more than half of my 
lifetime at Trinity. When we joined, 
the first thing I wanted to do was 
teach three/four year old Sunday 
School—and I still am teaching 
three/four-year-old Sunday school! 
The person who did the most for me 
when I started to teach was Norma 
Thiemann, a woman who went 
with the change.God gave me my 
greatest love–to clown! I attended 
the Clown for Christ workshop and 
learned so much about clowning. 
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So Trinity received the harvest of my love for Christ, a 
youth workshop on clowning, clowns going on youth 
trips, clowns at an Easter worship service, a clown doing 
a Bible study, and a clown doing small worship services. 
What an adventure for me! Trinity has given me so much. 
I never thought I still would be, at age 66 clowning for 
Christ and sharing God’s love with others. Dad and my 
brother are gone now, but I sure am not alone. God gave 
me a replacement family—Trinity! I am so blessed to be 
part of the last 40 
years of Trinity’s 
history.

From Gary 
Lichthardt:
While Trinity is 
the home of the 
Trinity Tigers, 
it is also home 
to the Trinity 
Acro-BATS. 
Yes, we have 
our own team of 
those furry little 
creatures that has 
lived in the catacombs within our sanctuary. Normally, 
bats, are not seen as they do their best work under the 
cover of darkness. Still, there is an exception now and then, 
and there was an occasion not that long ago that one of 
the Trinity Acro-BATS made an appearance at an 8:00 
worship service. As I recall, “Radar” (not its real name) 
landed on the edge of the pulpit while Pastor Mueller was 
giving his Sunday morning message. It calmly rested, but 
the heart rates of the congregation didn’t and nervously 
accelerated. Things came to a screeching halt until one 
of the elders arrived with a box, and Pastor Jr. kindly 
nudged Radar into the box with the assistance of trained 
bat handler Steve Biegel. As organist, I wasn’t sure if I 
should play a hymn or a Bach Tocatta, and temptation was 
knocking on the keys to play the theme from the “Batman” 
TV show to add just a touch more humor and ease the 
tension of the congregation. No need. “Radar” was quickly 
captured and escorted out of the Bat-Sanctuary. Pastor 
resumed his Bat-Sermon; I played the Bat-Organ using the 
piece “All Creatures of Our God and King!” You never know 
when the Acro-BATS will show up at Trinity.

From Karen (Binneboese) Fritsch:
Every once in awhile I will go on Trinity’s website and 
read the bulletin. Although I am no longer a member of 
Trinity, I was baptized, confirmed, went to school at Trinity 
for eight years, was married at Trinity, and I still like to 
see what is going on. So I came upon an article of “100th 
Anniversary and memories of Trinity” and if anyone had 
a memory, they should share it. It used to be a tradition at 
Trinity for the grade school kids to present the traditional 
Christmas pageant on Christmas Eve at church. The kids 
would be dressed up as Mary and Joseph, angels, wise 
men, and shepherds. The day came that the parts were 
being given out. My grandpa, Arthur Binneboese, was 
the principal of Trinity, and I was hoping to be given the 
part of the Angel Gabriel. But to my disappointment, I 
was given the role of Mary. Although I didn’t know it, 
my grandpa was quite sick at the time, and I suppose he 
wanted to see his granddaughter 
be Mary. I played the part, and 
I don’t even know if my grandpa 
was able to be there or not for 
that last Christmas program. 
My grandpa died shortly after 
that Christmas. After that, the 
traditional Christmas program 
changed, and as I look back, I am 
proud that my grandpa thought so 
much of me to put me in one of the 
starring roles in what would be 
his last Christmas. It was a long time ago, but something I 
will never forget.

From Judi Ekola:
Trinity has been a great blessing to me and my family 
throughout thirty years of membership. From newlywed, 
to new mother, to mother of teenagers and then grown 
children, and most recently to widow, I have experienced 
first-hand just how caring and supportive Trinity is for its 
members in every phase of life. Not only that, but I also 
had the honor of serving as the first woman chairperson 
during two different terms as a Church Council member, 
an experience that brought with it much personal learning 
and spiritual growth. As a career woman in management, 
perhaps my particular skills and talents were a bit 
unconventional for a woman at Trinity, but I was excited 
to be able to put them to use in service to the Lord. Looking 
forward, I hope that the next hundred years offer many 
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more opportunities for women to use their own unique 
skills and abilities, no matter what they are, in a way that 
brings glory to God and service to Trinity.

From Dan Hildebrandt:
Recollections of Lutheran Athletic Association (LAA) 
basketball…Bill Ham already had a group of young men 
involved with Junior and Senior Walther League basketball 
at Trinity when I arrived in 1960. We rented the public 
school gym on Maple (now the Trinity Community Center) 
for practice and played on Sunday nights at Algonquin, 
Dundee, and Elgin. The team included several faculty 
members. When the new school was built on Rush, the 
program grew with a new gym and a new teacher, Bill 
Herman. He involved players from seventh grade to seniors 
in high school. We had home games on Sunday afternoon 
and evenings. Teams from Trinity also participated in 
Chicagoland LAA competitions. When the ‘80s arrived, 
two fathers, Larry Murison and Dick Weichenhaim, took 
over the junior-senior high school traveling team. They 
succeeded by winning championships at both the state 
LAA tourney in Peoria and the nationals at Valparaiso. 
Dick continued to involve more youth in local and regional 
church-league competitions on both Saturdays and 
Sundays. The frosh-soph level also blossomed under the 
care of Tom Troyke. Both Trinity travel teams and Saturday 
morning intramurals involved more than 200 men and 
boys during the ‘90s and into the 21st century. And 
volunteers coach all of the teams. And now what about 

2010? Do the 
girls get a league 
of their own?

From Pastor 
Mueller Sr.
A Primary 
Roselle Rule…
Esther Kruse, my 
mentor-guide-
friend-secretary 
from Day One 

was very careful in what she told me about Trinity’s 
people and how she shared things with me. She knew 
what I needed to know in order to serve as pastor, but she 
didn’t unload everything at once. As a matter of fact, she 
didn’t unload many things but rather, when I discovered 
something from others or on my own, she would just 

smile and nod. But she was very clear from the beginning 
about a general principle: be careful what you say about 
anyone in the Roselle world because the web of family, 
whether by blood or marriage, is everywhere. But it goes 
beyond Roselle and applies to the entirety of Fox River Valley 
Lutheranism and to points both in between and beyond! As 
an example of this, long ago I was trying to surreptitiously 
deal with a personal little medical episode. I slipped in and 
out of Alexian Brothers Hospital for some tests and got out 
before anyone spotted me. The next day I communed Malinda 
Richter, a 101-year-old, blind, shut-in member of Trinity. She 
always had a little altar table set up with a doily and a “holy” 
napkin in place awaiting my arrival. Hardly had I taken off 
my coat before this blind shut-in asked, “What were you doing 
at Alexian Brothers yesterday?” The communication system 
among and between Trinity members was and maybe still is 
speedier than tribal drums!

From Nancy Jean Bokelmann Stetter:
My grandfather, 
Wilhelm 
Bokelmann, 
was one of the 
founding fathers 
of Trinity 
Lutheran 
Church. He was 
a farmer and 
businessman 
who had been 
attending St. 
John’s Lutheran 
Church in 
Rodenburg. 
When the church was destroyed by fire after being struck by 
lightning a year earlier, he and other former members sought 
to move the church into Roselle. My dad, Otto, who was eight 
at the time the church was built, said that his father had told 
him he was never to play around the construction site. Boys 
will be boys and he got caught red-handed when he slid down 
a plank into the basement of the new church only to find his 
dad standing there to greet him! My grandfather lived until 
the ripe old age of 90. He attended church at Trinity regularly, 
despite being very deaf. I’m told that he sat in the front and 
used one of those large earphones to hear what was going 
on. I have fond, vivid memories of the “Old Trinity” church 
building. There was one main aisle with curved pews on either 
side with a few shorter benches on one side. The altar stretched 
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across the front of the church in a large niche while the large 
pulpit and the smaller lectern jutted out on either side. A 
communion rail and kneeling cushion ran across the front of 
the chancel. The ceiling was covered with square tin tiles and I 
would sometimes try to count them. Massive chandeliers hung 
in the center and smaller ones on each side of the sanctuary. 
The large stained glass windows on either side and in front 
behind the altar cast purple and golden hues on everything 
inside. During the warmer weather, these windows were 
opened slightly to permit air to flow through. Unfortunately, 
large groups of wasps found this an opportunity to enter as 
well and nest in the high ceiling crevices. During services 
when these insects were present, one eye was always watching 
to see where they might land and if they were too close. In the 
back corner there was a small room, made from the original 
entrance during the first remodeling, where the rope for 
ringing the church bell hung. There was a single pew there 
where the ushers often sat during services. The “new” organ 
was on the east side toward the front of the church and its 
pipes were concealed behind a lattice wall constructed in the 
same pattern as the windows. A lot of the church activities 

and meetings were held in the school building. After the 
church underwent several remodeling programs, several rooms 
were walled off in the basement for use by Sunday school. My 
dad was instrumental in the start of Sunday school in the 
1930s. There was much controversy surrounding its founding, 
since it was thought that Trinity’s children received enough 
religious instruction during the school week. Classes first met 
in the upstairs school hall. One teacher, Norma Thiemann, 
began teaching preschool-age children when Trinity’s Sunday 

school began and only retired from the job a few years ago. 
She has since gone home to the Lord.

From Dottie Hildebrandt:
Trinity enters the Computer Age…In the late ‘70s I began 
taking computer and accounting classes at COD with no 
particular purpose in mind. I loved the courses and felt I had 
found something really fulfilling. About the same time, Pastor 
Mueller Sr. came to Roselle. When he found out what I was 
doing, he asked if I would like to do it for Trinity. Diane Flett, 
who managed Trinity’s books, was moving to Texas, and 
Pastor Mueller wanted Trinity to get a computer. Trinity’s 
computer guru was Jim DeFrain, who owned a computer 
business. I went on staff as pastoral assistant for Finance. 
Between the three of us, we bought a computer, interviewed 
the congregation, and entered data for Finance and 
individuals. The old bookstore was converted to the computer 
room. At COD I had learned to 
program. I used that knowledge to 
help set up reports like the infamous 
“cookie report,” age information 
for Sunday school, Cradle Roll, 
school, and birthdays. I could use 
word processing, which was a great 
blessing to me. While others were 
using the Selelectric typewriters, I 
could insert and delete with just the 
touch of a button! In finance we put 
the payroll on and all other functions except check writing. 
We did do payroll checks and W2s on the computer. What a 
time difference that made! There were volunteers who were 
also very important. Marion Fenz worked many hours on 
data entry. Nettie Frusolone also entered data and still does. 
Viola Voelz came in every Monday to go over the counter 
sheets. Before we put the statements on the computer, she also 
entered the envelopes on the statements. Many mornings Jim 
and I sat at the computer while we worked out problems. I 
learned early on how important it is to back up our work. 
We went along like this for a while but then realized that we 
needed many more computers. Others wanted to have word 
processing, to look up information about members, and to 
check accounts. The next step was networking our computers. 
There were bugs to work out but with patience and Jim’s 
expertise, we were able to do the next step. The fifteen years I 
worked at Trinity were very exciting for me. I look at all the 
improvements that have been made since 1995 and thank 
God for staff and congregation who support it all!
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From Phyllis Helmke:
Trinity enters the Computer Age—Part 2!... At Trinity, I 
started taking care of the school’s technology around 1996. 
We just had a couple computers on carts which we shared 
among the classrooms. They were big carts with a TV on 
top so students could see what was on the computer and 
teachers could use them with the whole class. There was also 
a computer lab in the current print room which was set up 
around 1992. When I started at Trinity in 1991, the church 
and school were already using administrative software on 
computers, but in the years since then, those packages have 
grown by leaps and bounds. Now they are web-based and 
enable parents to update their own information. Parents 
have immediate access to students’ grades and homework 
(much to students’ disappointment). We got Internet access 
around 1997 and have upgraded several times since then. 
Our first T1 line was installed on September 11, 2001, so it 
is easy to remember when that happened. We now have two 
T1 lines and could easily use more speed. When the school 
was expanded in 1995, a computer lab was part of the plans 
from the beginning. The school was wired for the network in 
the summer of 1998, by my husband and me—and a bunch 
of middle school boys. It was quite an experience trying to 
make sure the boys labeled both ends of each cable and then 
trying to figure it out when they didn’t! When we wired 
each classroom with four network lines, we couldn’t imagine 
needing more than that–shows how little we knew. We added 
wireless connections around 2002. Over the years, we’ve 
added our own email server, which has become indispensible 
for staff communication. Our first website was put up in 
the mid to late 1990s and has been upgraded several times. 
For the school, each classroom has at least three computers 
for teacher and student use and all have a projector. Most 
classrooms have Smart Boards, which let teachers control 
their computers in front of the class. Where do I see technology 
going at Trinity? With the cost of technology continuing to 
go down, one laptop per student is a real possibility. As the 
cost and weight of textbooks go up, I think there will come 
a time when students will each have a laptop with all their 
textbooks on it instead of carrying around a huge backpack 
of books. The building will be rewired with a faster network 
and wireless connections will grow. The teachers are already 
pretty comfortable with technology, so they will be able to find 
new ways to improve teaching using technology. But with the 
speed that technology changes, there will be new tools I can’t 
even imagine right now!

From Millie Wolfanger:
I started my teaching career at Trinity, Lansing, Michigan, 
teaching 37 students in a triple grade classroom, grades four, 
five and six! This indeed would seem a great challenge to me 
today. I’ve taught in both public and Lutheran schools and 
have been privileged to teach of God’s love and forgiveness 
for most of my career. I have many fond memories of teaching 
kindergarten nine years and third grade for eight years at 
Trinity. I am so thankful for having the opportunity to work 
with so many wonderful students, parents, and staff. For 
many years, Elaine Pizzicaro was my teacher assistant. It was 
important to reach students not only with the academics and 
good Christian fundamentals, but also inspire them through 
field trips and special in-school projects. To mention a few, in 
kindergarten the Indian Unit gave my husband, Curt and 
Don Wayman a chance to dress in Indian garb and show their 
skills in native dance. Our Thanksgiving meal gave students 
a chance to prepare food and feast as the first pilgrims did. 
In third grade, I team-taught with Carol Jessen. We always 
visited the Spertus Museum where each student literally 
dug into the past and found interesting ancient relics. In the 
classroom, parents were invited to see each child perform a 
trick in our magic show. Hatching live chicks from eggs was 
always a highlight. In addition to teaching, I served as editor 
of the school yearbook for many years. After retirement, I 
continued to substitute teach at Trinity and a number of 
other schools. Now I enjoy mentoring to a second grader at 
Greenbrook School. In reminiscing, it was remarkable to see 
Trinity Church and School double in size since we joined in 
1978. God has richly blessed this ministry and my prayer is 
that He will continue to shower His gifts on Trinity.

From George Steinhardt:
Back in 1959, our family decided to move from Chicago to 
Bloomingdale. We followed in the footsteps of a number of 
families from our Chicago congregation such as, Warfels, 
Ciways, Southerns, Bartschs, and Hammonds, who were 
singing the praises of Trinity, Roselle. At that time, Roselle 
and Bloomingdale had a total population of 2,500. Trinity’s 
membership was about 350—now it’s nearly 5,000 
communicants. After serving in many elected and volunteer 
roles, as council chairman, I had a scary time when asked 
to put my signature on a $1,000,000 bank loan for the 
building of the new church. A second scary time was when 
Ernie Blomberg, our bell ringer in the original church, was 
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“Trinity has been the 

‘Firm Foundation’ of 

our spiritual life.”

calling worship to order when the bell fell from its platform 
onto the steeple floor. That got everyone’s attention. In these 
50 years, God has showered Trinity with many blessings, 
both spiritually and materially: pastors, teachers, staff, 
and volunteers, along with the funds to build and expand 
the church, school, and mission projects. Every time He 
challenged us, He also gave us the opportunity to continue 
His work. Good times always surpassed the rough times.
Trinity has been the “Firm Foundation” of our spiritual life. 
Thank you God.



Trinity Means 
to Me. . .
Trinity’s Legacy
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From Al & Marge Engel:
Marge and I grew up at Trinity. We were both baptized, 
confirmed, and married here. Trinity is more than a church 
that offers instruction in God’s truth and purity, but it is 
part of our family where we are loved, and we love and 
support others in a Christian manner. It is the perfect place 
to make many good friends. The secret is to be a joiner, 
whether a coffee maker, an usher, a Bible student, or part of 
the Women’s Missionary League. Everyone should have a 
Trinity in their lives.

From Naomi Troyke:
I have been at Trinity all of my life. I was baptized and 
confirmed and attended grade school, having my father, 
A.J. Binneboese, as my teacher and principal in sixth 
through eighth grades. I had thirteen in my class, including 
my best friend, Marge Engel—a friendship that has lasted 
a lifetime. My school days were very strict and character-
oriented. My dad took a great interest in 
his students 

“What Trinity Means to Me”
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and later in their jobs and welfare. My husband John 
was in the year ahead of me in school, and church is very 
important to us both. The time we have spent in choir has 
been very enriching and fun. We have been in choir more 
than 60 years. Music is a great part of Trinity with the 
beautiful organ and all the special voices in our church. We 
speak a lot about our music program to our friends and are 
very proud of our church and pastors. Having lost two of 
our children to our Heavenly Father, our church has been 
very comforting to our family. We love our pastors and 
teachers at Trinity and are privileged to belong here.

From Garland & Heather Armstrong:
Loving friendship, happiness, laughter, excitement, joyful, 
peaceful, sunny, serious, helpful, caring, understanding, 
down-to-earth, showmanship, celebration, courageous, 
conservative church, fun-loving, spirit-feeling, and soul-
feeling.

From Kim & Brandon Epting:
A place we belong. We feel God has given us a home and 
an extended family. Trinity is a blessing to our whole 
family!

From Lorri Hintz:
A place to gather with other believers to praise and 
worship our Lord and Savior. A comfortable, secure feeling 
of friends and family, sharing a common goal of spiritual 
love for people in need, as Jesus commanded.

From Toby Patterson:
I want to thank Pastor Doug Warmann 
for his visit during my stay in and spiritual 
need at the hospital. I know that Trinity 
is always good about seeing to their 
church members.
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The number of volun-
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uting to any given 

weekend’s worship 

was over 1600 people.
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From Joyce Hadley:
I have been a member of Trinity since 1965. My husband, 
Leslie, was a Catholic and occasionally came with me and 
our three children to church. This made Pastor Mueller 
wonder why he never came forward for communion. Leslie 
told him he was Catholic. Nothing more was discussed, but 
Leslie later joined Trinity and became an elder. He loved 
Trinity like I do. It was a wonderful experience. It has been 
a very fulfilling experience being a member of the Trinity 
family. I have enjoyed being a lector, greeter, and involved 
in my ChristCare Group. I love everything about it. God 
has been good to me and I thank Him.
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From Linda Hadley:
In the late 1960s our family moved from 
Bensenville to Bloomingdale. It was then 
I began attending Trinity. At that time, 
the church was housed in a small, quaint 
white clapboard building. I have so 
many wonderful memories of that little 
church; my sister was married there, and 
I was confirmed there. Then, suddenly, 
it seemed, Trinity was ready to grow. 
The new church was built adjoining 
the school. If you build it, they will 
come. I was married in the new church. 
Through all of those years, my mom 
was a steadfast member. In the mid-
to- late 1980s, my dad became a 
Lutheran because of Trinity. He was 
even an elder. When he died in 1994, he knew the Lord. 
My dad was buried in Trinity’s cemetery. I don’t live in 
the area anymore, but my mom is still a member. When I 
come to visit, attending Trinity is like coming home. What 
an amazing place to worship, and when I have a problem, 
Pastor Mueller still prays for me.

From Julie Puntch:
A place of comfort and peace. It’s become a cornerstone 
in my life–a refuge. I guess what that means is, it’s the 
place where I feel very close to God. The building itself 
is meaningless. It’s the spirit within – the people and 
myself. Trinity makes it easier to feel God’s work in 
our lives. It’s the place my family and friends come in 
praise, in joy, in sadness, in sickness. It’s the place we 
come to fill our needs, to enrich friendships, to be closer 
to God – to see God at work. Trinity has educated my 
family members, my friends, my friends’ children, and 
my own daughter. Trinity is a reflection of Jesus’ love. 
It’s not perfect, but it’s a work in progress, just as I 
am. It just feels good to be here. God has blessed us 
beyond what I could ever imagine.
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From Lisa Ancona-Roach:
I’ve been a member of Trinity since I was five years old. I 
attended school here and have been on staff for ten years…
so Trinity is definitely flowing through my veins. I can’t 
imagine what my life would be like without Trinity in it. 
Not simply because I’m “used to” it, but because of what 
it means in my life. The Spirit is definitely at work in the 
people of Trinity. You can feel it. My history, family, and 
friends are here, and I am blessed to share in the love, 
spirit, truth, peace, grace, and forgiveness that make Trinity 
the special place that it is.

From Henry & Ruth 
Theesfield:
Since we came to Trinity about 
ten or eleven years ago, we feel so 
welcome. We are greeted every 
Sunday by so many members. 
The pastors are truly dedicated to 
serving their parishioners.

From William K. Landwer:
Trinity has made me and my 
family the Christians we are. 
My whole family has made 
their entire lives into helping 
others. The support in time of 
hardship is second to none.

From Audrey Biester:
Music! Being a lifelong 
member of Trinity, I 
remember my parents both 
sang in the choir. Dad was 
a bass and Mom sang alto, 
and I have been in choir 

(off and on) since high school. We had our 
first bells in the old church, with Ron Prochnow as the 
director. Now we have many bell choirs (middle school, 
high school, and adult). Then there’s the brass ensemble, 
contemporary singers, Praise Choir, children’s choirs, and 
our Gloria Dei. We have come a long way, and I love all of it.
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From Warren C. Anderson:
My faith home…a refuge of renewal, friendship, and 
outreach. Whenever I travel, my return to Trinity is always 
like coming home to my most comfortable setting. Like 
Trinity’s mission statement, it is my center of forgiveness, 
through worship, Bible study, care, service, and support.

From Angie Bickelhaupt:
To me, Trinity means family. Being from Wisconsin and 
not having family close by, our Trinity friends and “family” 
have become who we turn to in times of need.

From Lindy Neukuckatz:
In 1980, we joined Trinity, a large progressive church 
with a cool pastor named Mueller. Not long after, we were 
tapped to assist in starting the Carol Stream mission 
church, Our Savior, and we had the opportunity to form 
a new church with ten other families. When our son was 
five, it was time to return to Trinity because it had a school. 
Later, my husband, Dave, and I moved to Roselle and drew 
a ring around Trinity on a map and said, “How far can 
the boys walk to school?” So Trinity has been a focal point 
and compass for our family; we have benefited from the 
worship, friendships, and working and living in the Trinity 
community.

From Tim Biester and Family:
I am a fourth generation member of Trinity. Trinity feels 
like home to me and my family. It is very special to now 
see my children having some of the same experiences that 
I had attending school at Trinity. We feel very blessed to 
be a part of Trinity Lutheran Church and School, and look 
forward to seeing future generations of our family be a part 
of Trinity, too.

From Jenn & Steve Sievers:
Trinity is a great place to raise our family. The continual 
opportunities to grow and learn in our faith are a blessing! 
It’s a lot of fun to see our kids experiencing some of the 
same things their dad did while growing up at Trinity.
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From the Warfel family:
Trinity is the solace of peace and comfort that you can 
always call Home.

From Reed & Sharolyn Sander:
Trinity is a place where families learn to love and love to 
learn!

From the Balthazar family:
Trinity is more than church and school to us. Trinity 
is family. We have made friendships, relationships, 
and bonds that, through Trinity, have greatly 
enriched our lives. To our family, Trinity is one of 
God’s greatest blessings!

From the Pankaus:
Trinity came to us as a Godsend. We were new 
to the area and Trinity took us in. We’ve enjoyed 
being part of the Trinity family and look forward 
to many more years together.

From Al & Jeanette Short:
The main reason we came to Trinity was 
because of the school. Even though our children 
went to other Lutheran schools, we felt we 
needed to be at a church that had a school. 
We believe in Christian education and all the 
other ministries that we have at Trinity.

From Sonya Brovont & Gary Majus:
Trinity Lutheran Church has always felt 
like a family from the first time we attended 
our first service. The love and compassion 
Trinity has expressed to others is truly 
amazing. We are pleased to be part of such 
a blessed church.

From Mary Jane Boenker:
On March 20, 1986, the Boenker family 
moved here and knew we wanted to 
be a part of Trinity, Roselle from all 
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the good things we had heard about the church and 
school. Everything was true, and Trinity continues to be a 
BLESSING in my life. Trinity is just PLUM good!

From Kurt Jankowski:
To me, Trinity means a family that I have been looking for 
my entire life. Love for Christ, energy, and the Word of 
God are the three things I experience at Trinity every visit.

From Dave & Lannie Vance:
To us, Trinity means God—our number one priority 
in life, and family—our number two priority in life. 
Trinity is a place of safety, comfort, friendships and fun. 
Trinity is Home! A place of great education for our kids, 
friendships for a lifetime, and a foundation from which 
we draw our energy to live a God-pleasing life.

From Karen & Tom Ostrander:
We have been a part of a wonderful, caring, extended 
family at Trinity since 1973! Support, prayers, 
fellowship, and Christian education have always 
been provided for our family. Christian teachers are 
there to reflect the love of Jesus and help us guide 
our children along God’s path. What a blessing and 
honor it is to be a small part of that same ministry for a 
second generation!

From Dr. Richard Bimler:
To me, T-r-i-n-i-t-y means:

T – Tantalizing—creative energies all around!

R – Rejoice-filled—celebrating Resurrection always!

I – Individuals—bringing together our gifts and our needs

N – Knowledge (!)—of the Word through word and actions

I – Intentional—focusing on making sure that the Main
     Thing (Jesus) is the Main Thing!

T – Teachers—young and old, serving students in super styles!

Y – Yes! To 100 years of God’s Grace and Blessings!
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From the Gewartowski Family:
Trinity Lutheran Church and School mean 
a lot to our family! It is a great place for 
all to learn and grow in God’s love, where 
forgiveness works and where we are 
supported through life’s trials.

From Tony Mintrup:
To me, Trinity means...peace, God’s 
presence, acceptance, transformation, 
preparation. When I walk through the 
doors at Trinity, a sense of peace, God’s 
presence, and acceptance overwhelms 
me. This has enabled me to easily find 
opportunities to serve, and as a result, 
has led me to a relationship with Jesus. 
Those opportunities have provided 
insight into my God-given talents and 

who God created me to be (which is, gratefully, 
a very different person than I was prior to 
becoming a member of Trinity). In addition, the 
church and school continue to equip my family 
with a biblical, eternal view that is extremely 
critical in combating the allurements of this 
world.

From Diana Eckert:
To me, Trinity means powerful, current sermons. 
The first time I attended Trinity over 25 years 
ago, Pastor Mueller Sr. was the main pastor. 
At first, I thought I was in a Baptist church. I 
had never heard anyone preach like him—and 
without notes! I was not used to a pastor who 
stepped away from the pulpit. It felt like he was 
one of us rather than us being “preached to.” At 
the beginning of the service, he walked down 
the middle aisle, with the cross behind him and 
beautiful music playing. I soon knew that Trinity 
was home for me. Our music, organ, and music 
leaders are wonderful! Trinity is like family; 
there are times when I don’t want to leave. I pray 
that Trinity Lutheran Church will continue for 
hundreds of years to come!
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From Carol & Bernard Malo:
To us, Trinity means how we found a solid church home 
over 30 years ago when we first moved from Chicago 
to Roselle. We tried a few churches in the area, but 
we didn’t have that ‘feeling’ like we belonged. On the 
recommendation of our next door neighbor, we tried Trinity 
Lutheran Church one Sunday morning. The minute we 
walked through the doors into the sanctuary, and sat down 
in the pew and heard the organist begin to play Bach’s 
Toccata and Fugue in D minor. A warmth just flowed 
through me, and I turned to my husband and said, “I 
think we found our new church home.” And to add to this 
joy, Pastor Mueller senior preached the best sermon we 
had ever heard. We felt like we belonged to a true spirit-
filled church and one who preached about the grace and 
love of our Lord. And we’re still here today enjoying “our 
church”home just as fully as the day we first entered those 
doors, and we’re still being filled with the message of grace, 
forgiveness, and faith.

From Kristen & Kevin Weslock:
“. . . His faithfulness continues through all generations.” 
Psalm 100:5. For both of us, Trinity has been a part of our 
lives for almost as far back as we can remember—worship, 
eight years of grade school, four years of high school youth, 
and volunteering for various ministries as adults. In our 
tumultuous, changing lives, Trinity has been the one part 
of our lives that 
has not changed. 
Surely, Trinity’s 
congregation has 
grown, the staff 
has turned over, 
and the building 
has changed, 
but Trinity as 
God’s expression 
of never-ending 
love is there. The 
various themes 
over the years—
“His faithfulness 
continues” “God 

T R I N I T Y  R O S E L L E  1 0 0  Y E A R  A N N I V E R S A R Y



68

is good, all the time” remind us that no matter what we 
encounter in our lives, God is there for us. Trinity has 
been the embodiment of God’s constancy for us. Whatever 
we have faced, we can come to Trinity to be reminded 

that God is there for us. Truly, His 
faithfulness continues through all 
generations.

From Sandy Gatsos:
Trinity has always been a 
place to make a contribution 
in many ways for me. I’ve 
enjoyed volunteering through 
the years. It’s a place to give 
of yourself. A place where one 
can volunteer freely with so 
many opportunities to use your 
talents and capabilities. It’s a 
feel-good place where friendly 
faces make you feel you’re with 
friends. Trinity gives me peace.

From Susan Kajmowicz:
My journey to Trinity began 
about 18 years ago…
Trinity brought my family 
to a whole new world, a 
spiritually healthy world. 
We brought our family 
to a wonderful place for 
them to grow spiritually. 
Our children were in 
sixth and eighth grade, a 

very important time in their lives. Our son 
was very involved in the youth group, and our daughter 
took a little longer to make this change. Stefan, our son, 
went on his first mission trip and was hooked. He then 
took his hook and reached out for Alicia and me. These 
are the greatest memories of my life, traveling to Mexico, 
Belgium, and Poland with Youth. I really enjoyed working 
with the youth. Stefan went to Mexico for a three-month 
mission trip after high school with the help of the Mission 
Ministry. Both of our children are now married, and now I 



69

see how God’s love is growing in their lives and the lives 
of our grandson’s. If it was not for us coming to Trinity, 
I don’t know where my children would be spiritually. I 
thank God for the journey that brought us here. It wasn’t 
easy, but He always blesses us more than we could ever 
imagine. May He bless this church for 100 more years!

From Dan and Dottie Hildebrandt:
Trinity means “home”—life in Christ—heaven. We 
have been here for 50 of the 100 years. 50 years of God 
and family. Trinity is where the drama of our life has 
played out: baptisms, confirmations, school, marriage, 
and even funerals for our children. Week after week, 
we have enjoyed worship, Bible classes, and fellowship. 
Many people have come and gone, but Trinity has been a 
constant in our lives. We feel blessed!

From Jean and Mark Egan:
About 13 years ago, we found Trinity Lutheran Church 
and had our daughter baptized there. Ever since then, we 
fell in love with it and started attending weekly. 
Trinity, in a nutshell, gives us so much hope 
and inspiration! When things in this world 
are at times unpredictable and crazy, you can 
always count on Trinity to boost your spirits 
back up to give you hope and encouragement. 
Every week, Pastor Mueller and his sermons 
shed light on what’s really important and 
meaningful and how to live a true Christian 
life that we try to uphold. We also feel 
rejuvenated with greatness every time we 
enter Trinity just by knowing how much the 
church does for people everywhere. We are 
so proud and lucky to be a part of Trinity 
Lutheran Church and thank God that we 
have made it our church home, and that 
it truly has become a part of us that we 
cherish deeply!

From Helga Rose:
The house of God where I go to worship, 
get communion, and find peace and 
comfort. I learn and get to know more 
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about our Lord from the sermons and from Bible study and 
all of this gets me closer to God. When I need comfort and 

have problems, Trinity will pray for me, and I feel 
good to pray for others who are in need of prayer. I 
feel like Trinity is my family and JOY.

From Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Rosenquist:
Trinity means a place where God’s love can be 
felt. We find comfort in its beautiful structure, 
with the big cross, the altar, and stained glass 
windows. The building is not all that surrounds 
you. You can feel caring, hope, and friendship 
wrapped around your shoulders. Fine pastors, 
musicians, and teachers have shared their 
knowledge to make our family comfortable, 
happy, and smart. We have learned the best 
news ever. “He is risen, He is risen indeed!” 
Thank you for Trinity Lutheran Church.

From Jack Garner:
We moved to Roselle July 1973. In 1976, I 
joined Boy Scout Troup #408 as Assistant 
SM for three years until I became Scout 
Master. And I stayed SM until 1995, when 
returned to assistant. I left scouts in 2004. 
In those 29 years, I helped make 54 Eagle 
Scouts and about 290 boys joined our 

troop to become new boy scouts.

From Paul R. Troyke:
Trinity means going to church in the old church…dressing 
our four small children and going to church only to find 
out, too late, that it is the fifth Sunday of the month and 
the service is in German!...Having to meet with Pastor 
Melhberg to announce for communion usually on Friday Night.

From Charlene Hammond Nicolette:
I grew up with Trinity Lutheran Church. In 1956, when I 
was six years old, I started first grade with Mrs. Kruse as 
my teacher and Mr. Binneboese as the principal. We were 
in the old building in town opposite the old church. I went 
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to all eight years at Trinity and moved to the new school 
in fifth grade, I think. Trinity is where I got married and 
where our children were baptized and where I find spiritual 
strength. Memories flood through my mind thinking of 
the wonderful gifts Trinity has given to me through its 
ministry. God bless you all!

From Kathy Krack:
Trinity is a great place to be. It’s Family! This past year 
has been a great challenge to our family. The support, help, 
and love from the Trinity family has been overwhelming.  
Trinity is a great place to be.

From Charlie Smith:
I have been blessed with all the pastors and friends I have 
at Trinity. I consider them my family in faith. I felt it more 
so when I lost my husband, Tom. The love, outreach, hugs, 
and concern were amazing, and I thank God for them every day.

From Karen Hatters:
Unity! Sharing God’s love. Reaching out to others. 
Watching my grandchildren grow, knowing that Christ is 
a part of them. Feeling Trinity is a home away from home. 
And I really enjoy Pastor Mueller’s time step!

From Sylvia Guzy:
I was baptized at the old church and went to Sunday 
school, VBS, and church my entire life. All the children 
born to me and my siblings were baptized here, and my 
brother, sister, and I were all married at Trinity. Trinity is 
part of my family. They have been there in the best of times 
and the worst. My father passed away in 2007, and my 
husband went through cancer last year. Trinity has been a 
lifetime of blessings and a constant home for me; a place to 
feel safe and cared about.
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From Donna Voelz:
To me, Trinity means “home and “family.”  Trinity has been 
part of my life for 70-plus years. I consider it my home 
and its members my family. Like all families, we have our 
good times and our bad times, but God is always with 
us and we come out better than we were before. I am a 
product of Trinity’s school where we received an excellent 
Christian education from very dedicated teachers. Many 
of us excelled academically in high school and college as a 
result. Over the years, I have participated in many “family” 
activities, programs, celebrations, etc. I have taught 
Sunday school, sung in the choir, and belonged to many 
organizations, Bible classes, and special programs at one 

time or another. I have served on various ministries, 
participated in drives, and all of these activities 
were conducted in a Christ-centered environment. 
Now that I am retired, I can support our Trinity 
family by volunteering wherever and whenever the 
occasion permits. Trinity has had, and will continue 
to have, many dedicated pastors, teachers, staff, and 
volunteers who truly make it a family, and I am 
proud to call it my family. We have been truly blessed!

From Loretta Mikes:
To me, Trinity means that I have been blessed. 
My early Christian training by my parents, and 
attending Trinity Lutheran School for eight years, 
with religion classes taught by my teachers, and 
confirmation instruction by Pastor Walter H. 
Mehlberg, prepared me to be a Christian. The 
pastors who have served at Trinity through 
the years have helped me to grow in my faith. 
That my life has been so intertwined with 
Trinity Lutheran Church, through my baptism, 
confirmation, marriage, and continuing 
membership, I feel blessed.

From Greg Easterling:
The parking lots at most churches are empty not long after 
Sunday Services…and remain that way all week. Trinity 
Lutheran is different that way. It’s a place where there is 
almost always something happening from early Sunday 
morning until late most weekday evenings. Trinity is 
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always engaged in meeting some aspect of people’s 
lives, whether it’s spiritual, social, or educational. 
There is a lot of personal history of my family 
in the halls at Trinity: confirmations, baptisms, 
sermons, school days, and participation in social 
outreach programs such as food baskets and The 
Clinic. Though we may not always be physically 
present here as the years take us down various 
paths, it’s always a comfort to know there’s a little 
bit of our spirit and soul in the bricks and mortar at 
Trinity Roselle.

Anonymous comments:
Trinity Lutheran School, a place where you matter, 
where you belong and where memories are made.

Trinity has filled a hole that was in our lives for so long. 
We are so blessed to be part of such a wonderful family!

What I like about Trinity are the friendly people who are 
always willing to lend a hand to those who need it.

Trinity is: excellence, worship, Bible 
study, fellowship, friendships, 
school, and mission opportunities.

Trinity means home and family 
to me! I am a life member. I grew 
up in Trinity church and school, 
as did my mom, and now our 
kids are fifth generation at 
Trinity. Our great grandfather 
was involved in starting this 
church and school. Baptisms, 
confirmations, graduations 
and marriages all have 
Trinity at the center. We have 
been blessed!
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Creative & Production Team
Lisa Ancona-Roach, Editor and Contributing Author Jill 
Gross, Contributing Author, “Our Rich History” section, 
who would like to dedicate her work on this to her 
husband, Don, and their boys, Jacob and Zachary. “Thank 
you for your kind words of encouragement. Your true love of 
history makes me smile.”

David Kelly, Contributing Photographer

Kathleen Kopitke, Proofreader

LaVonne Presley, Trinity Historian and Consultant 

Gary D. Majus, Book Design 

Julie Puntch, Cover Design

George Steinhardt and Ken Kottra, Printers

Vivian Thorne, Anniversary Calender

Judy White, Co-Editor, “I Remember” and “What Trinity 
Means to Me” Sections

A huge thank you to the authors of the “I Remember” 
and “What Trinity Means to Me” sections: 

Warren C. Anderson, Garland & Heather Armstrong, 
Balthazar family, David Barth, Angie Bickelhaupt, Dr. 
Richard Bimler, Audrey & Bob Biester, Tim BiesterMary 
Jane Boenker, Sonya Brovont, Erich Bredehoeft, Donald 
Brei, Greg Easterling, Diana Eckert, Jean & Mark Egan, 
Judi Ekola, Al & Marge Engel, Brandon & Kim Epting, 
Karen Fritsch, Pastor Ken Garazin, Jack Garner, Sandy 
Gatsos, Gewartowski family, Don Goke, Sylvia Guzy, 
Joyce Hadley, Linda Hadley, Verdell Hanke,Karen Hatters, 
Phyllis Helmke, Dan & Dottie Hildebrandt, Lorri Hintz, 
Raymond Hitzemann, Kurt Jankowski, Susan Kajmowicz, 
Adelia Kastning, Kathy Krack, William K. Landwer, Gary 
Lichthardt, Deaconess Rogene Lis, Dorothy & Rudy 
Ludwig, Gary D. Majus, Bernie & Carol Malo, Loretta 
Mikes, Tony Mintrup, Pastor Charles S. Mueller Sr., Pastor 
Jeff Moore, Lindy Neukuckatz, Charlene Nicolette, Pastor 
Thomas C. Noll, Karen & Tom Ostrander, Jason & Jen 
Pankau, Toby Patterson, Elaine Pizzicaro, Julie Puntch, 
Helga Rose, Bruce & Marilyn Rosenquist, Reed & 
Sharolyn Sander, Pastor Don Schatz, Bob Scheiwe, Al & 
Jeanette Short, Jenn & Steve Sievers, Charlie Smith, June 

Staud, George Steinhardt, Nancy Stetter, John Strege. 
Gary Tate, Henry & Ruth Theesfield, Pastor Eugene 
Trieglaff, Naomi Troyke, Paul R. Troyke, Dave & Lannie 
Vance, Donna Voelz, Kevin & Kristen Weslock, Naomi 
Weslock, Warfel family, Curt & Millie Wolfanger

A special thank you to LaVonne Presley, whose help 
has been immeasurable. Her dedication to the task 
of archiving and organizing Trinity’s history, and her 
assistance in providing information and support have 
truly been a blessing from God.

A special remembrance of Norma Thiemann, who for 
many, many years, was fastidious in documenting and 
archiving the history of Trinity. Though she has gone to 
her eternal rest, her earthly contributions are still greatly 
appreciated!

And to all the people and organizations that contributed 
to this publication in one way or another—whether 
named or not—your help is greatly appreciated!



75

T R I N I T Y  R O S E L L E  1 0 0  Y E A R  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Trinity Lutheran Church Staff 2010
Pastoral Staff:
Rev. Charles S. Mueller Jr., Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Warmann, Pastoral Care
Part-time pastoral staff:
Rev. Dr. Jim Bach, Counseling
Rev. Thomas Noll, Pastoral Care
Rev. Charles S. Mueller Sr., Adult Education
Pastoral Assistants:
Lisa Ancona-Roach, Communications Ministry
Ken Black, Older Adult Ministry; AIMS Mentoring
Edward Bower, Principal
Deborah Darby, Child Care Center Director
Vicar Tom Gibbons, Outreach & Connection
Lee Hanson, Finance
Amy Herring, Caring Service and Women’s Ministries
Bettie Isard, Parish Nurse Ministry
Tim Johnson, Audio/Visual Ministry
Gail Kabacinski, Child & Family Ministry
Deaconess Rogene Lis, Volunteer Ministry
Karen Mueller, Music and Arts Ministry
DCEDave Pendley, Youth Ministry
Vicar Bob Pudell, Adult Education
Tom Troyke, Building & Grounds
Nancy Watkins, Adult Day Care Director

Trinity Lutheran School Faculty 2010
Faculty Staff:
Jessica Becker 
Juanita Berdis 
Sue Berka
Diane Cillick 
Sheila Daley
Gretchen DeWitt
Ruth Ebbinghaus
Stephine Klemme 
Sue Knitter
Kim March
Renate Marquardt 
Amy Moeller
Steve Moeller 
Karen Mueller
Karen Ostrander
Lisa Pudell
Sharolyn Sander
Bob Scheiwe

Laura Steger 

Nancy Tomasek 

Kendra Trosper 

Kathie Winter 

Michelle Wolf

If information about the history of your group, organization, 
or special event is missing from this anniversary book, or 
if information has been recorded incorrectly, we are truly 
sorry. Please contact the Communications Ministry at Trinity 
Lutheran Church to share your additions and corrections.
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God is good, and His love endures forever. The first 100 years of Trinity have been remarkable. We hope you have 

enjoyed the historical overview and the many reflections of Trinity’s members contained in this book. But we’re not 

done yet. We have celebrated our centennial, and now we are primed and ready to continue running the race that 

God has called us to into our second century. It is through the love, dedication, and work of our members, through 

the Holy Spirit, that Trinity has been able to do all that it has in its first 100 years. We are grateful to all of you 

who have played a part in making Trinity the vibrant and faithful congregation that it is, and we pray that we will 

continue to be a church that is an extension of Jesus’ love. Well done, good and faithful servants!

 




